
 
  THE WINDOW 

Claremont United Methodist Church 
 

September 2, 2009 

Sunday School Kick-Off and Homecoming Sunday 

 
Sunday School Classes 

for the 2009-2010 Church School Year 

begin on September 13 
 

We have Sunday School classes for all children,  

ages three through High School, 
nursery care for infants and toddlers, 

and several adult classes offered. 

 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

Please see the Fall Brochure included in this newsletter 

for information on all our Sunday school classes. 

 

 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

September 20, 2009 

4:00 p.m. on the Front Lawn of the church 

 

The Fellowship Committee will provide drinks, hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie 

burgers and all the fixings.   

 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

We’ll have good food, games and fun.   

Please join us for this great time of fellowship! 



The View from Here… 
We will celebrate the 

season of creation once 
again this fall.  We did so 
for the first time last fall 

and your responses were 
enthusiastic.  The idea of a season of 
creation came from Australia, first from 
some in the Lutheran Church, then The 
Uniting Church.  The National Council of 
Churches then began to promote it.  It 
was launched in 2006.  I am grateful to 
Lois MacAfee who brought it to my 
attention last year. 

The theological premise for the 
season is described by its authors this 
way: 
“The Season of Creation challenges 

us to re-orient our relationship with 
creation. While the challenge may have 
been provoked by the current ecological 
crisis and a growing awareness of our 
place in the web of creation, the origins 
of our re-orientation lie deep in our 
Christian tradition, especially our 
biblical heritage.  We are challenged to 
return to our biblical roots to rediscover 
our intimate connections with creation. 
We return to see ourselves again as part 
of the very Earth from which we are 
made.” 

The logo for the season is on this 
page above.  The orb of the logo is 
planet Earth filled with the waves of 
God's Spirit. The veins of the leaf 
suggest the web of creation. The leaf 
forms a tree of life that is also the cross 
of Christ.  Leaves from the tree of life 

are for healing (Revelation 22:2). 
The season is designed to be the 

four Sundays leading up to the 
celebration of Saint Francis, October 
4th, culminating in a service of blessing 
of the animals.  The season of creation 
has its own lectionary readings and so 
we will depart from the revised 
common lectionary. 

Last year the themes of the four 
Sundays were: Forest, 
Land, Wilderness and 
River.  This year the 
themes will be: 

September 13 Planet 
Earth; September 20 
Humanity; September 
27 Sky; October. 4 

Mountain.  We will 
also commission 

teachers on 
September 20th and observe World 
Communion with special offering on 
October 4th. 

The Blessing of the Animals will be 
on Sunday afternoon of October 4th. 

Naturally our care, concern and 
action on behalf of creation goes far 
beyond any season.  But like other 
seasons of the Christian year it helps to 
orient how we live our lives every day.  I 
pray that God’s transforming spirit will 
continue to shape living. 

Your Pastor, 
Sharon 



As members 

and frie nds of 

Claremont UMC, 

we support the 

church with our 

prayers, our 

presence, our 

gifts, our service, 

and our witnessé 

Our Prayersé 
Long Term:  Brad (tŀǘ tǊǳŘŜƴΩǎ 

friend); Athena Blackman (Amanda 
.ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Tyler Boatman 
(cousin of Barbara DurostΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ); 
Adrian Chavez (!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 
friend); Ellen Christenson (friend of the 
LaConte family); Steve Collins (Megan 
CŀŎƪŜƴǘƘŀƭΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ); Cathy Davis (Sharon 
Rhodes-²ƛŎƪŜǘǘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Lois DeLa 
Vega (WŜŀƴ .ƻƎǳǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Taylor 
Distelrath (Bretǘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ); 
Elizabeth Dourley (Grace & Guy 
{ǘŜŜƴƘǳƛȊŜƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); The Dowd Family; 
Virginia Ford (Carolyne and Terry 
DƛǾŜƴǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ted Fukada (Bob and 
[ŀǳǊŀ CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ); Jo Hackler 
(recovery from surgery); Ed & Roberta 
Haertel ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ Ŧriends); Karen 
and Daniel Hancock (CǊŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ 
daughter and son-in-law); Steve and 
Luciana Hanusa (IŜƴǊȅ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
friends); Diane Heaton Schmitt (for 
breast cancer treatment); Holly Holden 
& Ashlee Lotz (WǳƭƛŜ IŀŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
& granddaughter); Britney Hudgins (Dot 
tŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ardys 
Hunter; Barbara Ild (5ƛŎƪ .ǳƴŎŜΩǎ 
sister); Ty Jenkins (friend of Lourdes 

Orret); Bertha Jimenez; Eric Jones 
(friend of Tony and Jamie Dalia); Diann 
Kim (friend of Kristin Fertschneider); 
Christopher and Karen Kime (friends of 
Mark Howard); Sharon Lawson; Wendy 
Losh (recovery from surgery); Bruce 
Luxeuil (.ƛƭƭ /ƘŀǊƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Tusiitoga 
Mamea; Judy Mauer (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ 
friend); Bronnie McNabb; Don McNevin 
(WŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ruth 
Morales (AlŜȄ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ); Pat 
Moser; Beverly Mungaray (friend of 
Jamie Dalia); Susan Nelson; David Ogle; 
Jo Anne Olson ([ƛƭŀ /ƘƛŎƪΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Kim 
Poisson (friend of Bill Charlton and 
Howie Yeager); Linda Ray (Mary Jo 
CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Stacee Reese (Nancy 
GoodmaƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ); Julia Reidhead-
Simon (LǊŜƴŜ [ŀǘƘǊƻǇΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜ); Al 
Rhodes-Wickett and family; Renee 
Rodriguez (aŀǊǘƘŀ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Bob Rohdenburg (5ŀǾƛŘ 5ŜǎŜƴƎŀƷƻΩǎ 
co-ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ); Marge Rusler 
(!ǊŘȅǎ ŀƴŘ YŜƴ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Melissa 
Rynders; Beba Santana (Clara Soto 
LǾŜȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); service men and women;  
Andy Setlow (CǊŀƴŎŜǎ DƛƭŦǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Matthew Slusher (friend of Susan Bell); 
Charlsey Mae Smedley (treatment for 
colon cancer); Brian Smith; Bonnie 
Sorenson (friend of Jim Pirlo); Scott 
Spoerl (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Evodia 
& Laurie Swanson ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ 
friends); Jeannine Thompson 
(!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ); David and Susan Trujillo 
([Ŝǎ ŀƴŘ Wƻ!ƴƴ .ǊŜǿŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Don 
Waddell; Joyce Warner (!ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΩǎ 
aunt); Don White (¢ƻƴȅ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 



Betty Youngken (recovery from 
surgery); Don Smedley (Charlsey Mae 
{ƳŜŘƭŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴ), Joy (friend of Laura 
CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ), Michael, and all caught 
in the snare of addiction. 

People on our short-
term prayer list are 
generally kept on the 
list for the maximum 

of one month, unless otherwise 
requested.  Please know we are more 
than happy to offer our prayers for 
your loved ones as long as prayer is 
needed, so if you would like your loved 
one kept on the list longer than a 
month, please let Jessica in the church 
office know (909-624-9021 or 
jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org). 

Short Term: Craig Carlin (Martha 
hƭŘƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǘŜǇ-son); Susie Charlton (Bill 
/ƘŀǊƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ-in-law); Pamela 
Edwards (9ǾŜƭȅƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ); Mary 
Johnson; Donna Lyall (WŜŀƴƴŜ !ǾŜǊŀΩǎ 
sister-in-law); Eleanor Lyall; President 
Obama & health care reform; the 
People of Palestine; Martha Saatjian & 
family (death of husband, Lloyd, clergy 
for Cal-Pac); family & friends of Carol 
Schowalter (Dick and Maralyƴ ¢ƛǇǇƛƴƎǎΩ 
friend); Martha Underwood (Andy & 
/ŀƴŘȅ IǳōōŀǊŘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); place in 
Riverside for a play sponsored by the 
Inland Valley Death Penalty Focus 

Thank you for remembering to keep 
the church office updated on the 
condition of your loved ones on the 
prayer list. 
 

Our Unwillingly Absent: In each 
issue of The Window we list all of our 
temporarily or permanently homebound 
and their caregivers who are members.  
This is a reminder that they are part of 
us and would be here today if they were 
able.  Let us remain as committed to 
them as they are to us.  If you have 
additional information, please notify 
Jessica in the church office. 
Jane Estupinian, Ken Gread, Nancy and 
Pierce Johnson, Ann Marshall, Nan 
Moore, Ed and Dot Perry, Al Rhodes-
Wickett, Marge Schumacher, Jeannine 
Thompson, Dot Torgerson, Ted and 
Mildred Woodson. 

 

Our Presenceé 
 
Attendance on 8/23: 181 
Attendance on 8/30: 202  

 

Our Gifts, Our Serviceé 
Our 

church 
served a 

hearty 
meal to 
about 30 

people at Vista del Valle Elementary 
School on June 12th.  Those assisting 
Cathy Soltero and Karen Davis were 
Carolyn Francis, Henry Jefferson, Ken 
Rose, Jim Pirlo, Pete Serrano, Justin and 
Marie Soltero, and Eric and Hailey Davis, 
and the Kyle family.  Carolyn and Henry 
had prepared 50 kits with laundry 

mailto:jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org


detergent and toilet paper which were 
distributed to the families, also.   

On Sunday, September 20th, at 3:00 
p.m. we will again serve a meal, this 
time at Sumner Elementary School, 
1770 Sumner Ave.; plus, provide a craft 
activity for the children.  A sign up sheet 
for volunteers will be available on the 
copy room door next to the grocery 
basket. 

 

It is almost 
time for 
World 

Communion 
Sunday, and 

we need your 
help! 
Here’s the 

bottom line. 
Donations to World Communion Sunday 
have dwindled. That means only some 
of the record numbers of applicants are 
receiving scholarships, and those 
scholarships are significantly smaller 
than in the past.  Fifty percent of the 
money received goes to the United 
Methodist General Board of Global 
Ministries for World Communion 
Scholarships with at least one-half of 
the annual amount used for ministries 
beyond the United States. In addition, 
the United Methodist General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry uses 35 
percent of the money received for the 
Ethnic Scholarship Program, for Native 

American, Asian, African American, 
Hispanic, or Pacific Islander applicants 
pursuing their first undergraduate 
degree. The remaining 15 percent goes 
to the Ethnic In-Service Training 
Program for the recruitment, training 
and retention of ethnic United 
Methodists in leadership positions in 
the church. 

CUMC will celebrate World 
Communion Sunday on October 4, 
when we will take up a special offering 
for this fund. There will also be offering 
envelopes enclosed in the September 
30th issue of The Window (you may also 
call the church office at 909-624-9021 to 
request an offering envelope OR visit 
the website mentioned below to 
donate).  Please prayerfully consider 
how you can give to this very special 
and important fund. 

Go to www.umcgiving.org/WCS for 
more information or to donate online.  
Now is the time to give. United 
Methodist students who have 
demonstrated leadership potential are 
losing education opportunities because 
of lack of funds. These students are the 
future of mission for The United 
Methodist Church.  Thank you! 

 

Our Witnessé  
How do you witness 

to your faith?  Whether 
at home, at work, in the 
community, or at 
church, would someone recognize your 

http://www.umcgiving.org/WCS


faith at work?  Share your ideas with us.  
E-mail Jessica in the church office at 
jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org so 
she can include it in the next issue of 
The Window, and so we can encourage 
each other in what it means to be a 
witness. 

 
Conversations with 

 Pastor Sharon 
What Does it Mean to Belong to the 

Church? 
Pastor Sharon is offering an informal 

time for persons to come together and 
reflect on what it means to belong to a 
church.  If this is something you’ve ever 
wondered about, or if you would like to 
learn more about CUMC, this is 
something for you!  The group will meet 
the last three Saturdays in September, 
12, 19, and 26, from 10:00 a.m. until 
ƴƻƻƴ ƛƴ tŀǎǘƻǊ {ƘŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ.  If you 
are interested in being a part of this 
class, please e-mail or call Jessica in the 
church office to make your reservations, 
ask questions, or request childcare at 
jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org or 
909-624-9021.  Childcare will be 
provided if requested ahead of time.  
Please RSVP no later than Wednesday, 
September 9. 

 
The deadline for 

the September 16th 
issue of The Window 
is Sunday, September 
6th, 2009. 

 
Ivette Gémez and Luis Galdámez 

were married on July 18th, and Ivette 
also successfully defended her PhD 
dissertation at UC Irvine.  Ivette will be 
teaching next year at Pomona College.  
Ivette’s family is a former resident of 
CUMC’s Bower House. 

 
Report from 

our Community 
Garden  Produce 
from our church’s 
community garden 
and other home 
gardens has been 
delivered once a 

week since the beginning of June to the 
Beta Center in Pomona and to 
Crossroads in Claremont.  On August 24, 
our church donated about 30 pounds to 
the Beta Center and about 20 pounds to 
Crossroads.  The donated produce 
included tomatoes, several kinds of 
squash, figs, grapefruit, and apples.  If 
anyone would like to donate excess 
produce from home, place it in the 
grocery basket in the narthex by 10:00 
on Monday mornings.  Jim Maynard 
takes the produce to the Beta Center; 
and Dick Tipping, to Crossroads.   

 
~ Sustainability and Faith Task Force 
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Subscribe to the 
E-Window! 

Have you 
signed up for 

the electronic version of The Window, 
CUMC’s bi-weekly newsletter?  If not, 
and you’d like to receive an e-mail 
notification each time the latest issue is 
online, e-mail Jessica in the office at 
jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org to 
sign up.  If you’d like to check it out 
online before committing to receiving it 
electronically, just log on to 
www.claremontumc.org and click on 
the “News” button on the top left side 
of the screen and voila!  See it first and 
in COLOR! 

 

 
Barbara Durost, 

Director of Music 
Ministries, is on 
vacation until 
September 7, 2009.  
Pastor Sharon is away 

at preaching retreat until September 2, 
and then will be in Estes Park for the 
Reconciling Ministries Network 
Convocation from September 3 until 
September 7.  Rev. Dan Lewis will be at 
the Reconciling Ministries Network 
Convocation in Estes Park from 
September 2 through September 9, and 
then will take a couple vacation days. 

 

Labor Day, Monday, September 7 
The CUMC church office will be 

closed.  We will reopen on Tuesday, 
September 8 at 8:00 a.m. 

  

Bereavement Group 
Each and everyone who has suffered 

the loss of a family member, spouse, a 
close friend, or who has experienced 
any other profound loss, is welcome to 
attend the Bereavement Group, which 
begins again for the fall on Wednesday, 
September 16, in Room 2, from 3:00 to 
4:30 p.m.  These meetings are intended 
to provide support and opportunities to 
share feelings as well as practical 
concerns with others who are going 
through the painful processes of dealing 
with grief, in a safe, encouraging and 
confidential setting.  Even though this 
program is a part of CUMC’s ministry, it 
is open to all persons whether or not 
they are affiliated with CUMC.  For 
further information, contact Frances 
Gilfry at (909) 621-3320.  The 
Bereavement Group will meet regularly 

on Wednesday 
afternoons from 
3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
at CUMC. 
  

http://www.claremontumc.org/


 
  

 
 
 
ñInterfaith Walk for Unity & Peaceò 

 
An Event to Promote Friendship and Understanding Among Faiths in our Community: 

 

  

All Are Welcome! 
 

Sun, Sept 13, 5:00-8 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
(Park at Temple Beth Israel or Claremont Presbyterian Church & walk back or 

share rides to cars.) 
 

 

Tell your children and your grandchildren that you participated in this  
Groundbreaking event that helps ñCreate a World that Works for All.ò 

Limited transportation 

will be provided for 

those unable to walk 

between venues. 

Those unable to walk  
are welcome to drive  

between venues. 

Limited parking at CIC. 

5:00 p.m. program begins at Claremont Presbyterian 
Church, 

1111 N. Mountain Ave., Claremont, CA, 91711 
 

5:30 ς 6 p.m. walk to Temple Beth Israel  
at 3033 N. Towne Avenue, Pomona 91767 

 
6-6:30 p.m. program at Temple Beth Israel 

 
6:30 ς 7 p.m. walk to Claremont Islamic Center (CIC) 

at 3641 N. Garey, Pomona 91767 

 
7:00 p.m. Join members of the Islamic Center 

of Claremont 
 as they break the ŘŀȅΩǎ wŀƳŀŘŀƴ Cŀǎǘ ŀǘ {ǳƴǎŜǘ 

then share a meal of friendship. 



 
Claremont United Methodist Church 

211 W. Foothill Blvd., Claremont, CA 91711 
Office: (909) 624-9021 Fax: (909) 624-7308 

jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org 
www.claremontumc.org 

 
We warmly welcome you to worship and fellowship 

Worship Services 
9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

 
Sunday School Classes 

Children 9:20 - 10:20 a.m. 
Youth 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
Adults 10:30 - 11:45 a.m. 

Youth Music Jam 4:00 
p.m. Sundays 

Youth Group 5:00 p.m.  
Sundays 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Sharon Rhodes-Wickett ~ Pastor x224 

The Rev. J. Daniel Lewis ~ Associate Pastor x231 
Martha Morales ~ Director: Education Ministries x229 

Jessica Johnston ~ Administrative Secretary x222 
Lynnae Hernandez ~ Bookkeeper x225 
Genaro Cordova ~ Facilities Engineer 

Dr. Barbara Durost ~ Director: Music Ministries x227 
Wendy Losh ~ Organist 

Jim Maynard ~ Liturgical Dance Choir Director 
Donna Marie Minano ~ Director: Cherub Choir and Children of Song 
Kathryn Cordova ~ Director: Cherub, Children’s, and Youth Dance Choirs 

Christina Linton  ~ Director: Preschool Music 
Linda Sheldon ~ Wedding Coordinator 
Kathryn Cordova ~ Nursery Attendant 

Jacqueline Cordova ~ Sunday Custodian 
Jeri Bollman ~ Director: CUMC Preschool, 909-624-8223 

Jill  Snodgrass ~ Associate Director of The Clinebell Institute, 909-451-3690 
Betsy Laybourn ~ The Window Editor 

 
Located in the California-Pacific Annual Conference: 

The Rev.  Dr. Mary Ann Swenson ~ Resident Bishop 
The Rev. Dr. Bau Dang ~ District Superintendent 


