
 THE WINDOW 
Claremont United Methodist Church 

 
September 16, 2009 

Claremont UMC Celebrates 

a Blessing of Animals 

Sunday, October 4th, 5:00 p.m. 
Front Lawn 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Even if you are not a pet owner, you are welcome to gather 
and celebrate all of God's creations. 

 
What is the theological background of the service? 
 

The service recognizes the ideals of St. Francis of Assisi, one of the most loved Christian saints, 

a 13th century Italian man who took penance as a lifestyleé. As he began to contemplate the 
delicate nature of humanity's freedom, he noticed that the creatures around him were less free 
than he was. They seemed to obey the will of the creator perfectly.... He blessed them for their 

beauty and obedience. They taught him, and led him to seek God's will for his own life. 
Fr. Patrick Tuttle, OFM (Order of Friars Minor).  

What is the Blessing of Animals? 

The Blessing of Animals service is an outdoor worship      
service celebrating the animals with whom we share our 
lives. 

To "bless" means to ask God's favor upon, or to wish well. In 
contemporary times, since so many animals are treated as 
commodities and are abused and neglected, we think it is 
essential that people be made aware that these creatures are 
an integral part of God's creation. They are deserving of our 
loving stewardship.  It gives people a chance to express their 
mutually loving relationship with their companion animals.  
God can speak to us through other living beings, as well as 
humans. The blessing reminds of us of divine ecology. 

Claremont UMC welcomes anyone to this service who loves 
their pets, the creatures of the world, the animals who live in 
the ocean and the birds that soar above the earth. 

Bring your pet to be 

blessed on leash or 

in their cage, a 

stuffed animal, or a 

photo of an animal 

you love or an 

endangered species 

to the front lawn for 

a simple service of 

blessing. 



¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ IŜǊŜΧ 
You have had, and continue to have, a very special role in the life of seminary 

students.  We are fortunate to be next door to the Claremont School of Theology where 
students often find a church home when they first come to seminary.  It is not 
uncommon for us to welcome first year students when they arrive from all parts of the 
world.   

In their second year Master of Divinity students are placed in a Field Education 
ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
students disappear, for they are typically placed in local churches.  These are teaching 
congregations that are a significant part of the Field Education experience. 

Our Director of Education Ministries, Martha Morales, is in the Master of Religious 
Education Program at the seminary.  She too is doing her internship this year.  Since it is 
unthinkable that Martha would leave us to do her internship elsewhere, she will do her 
internship with us.  We are grateful to Karen Dalton, Director of the Field Education 
program, for making this work for us.  

There are three components to the program: 1- her weekly seminar class on campus 
where she will reflect on her internship (yes, that is the same program where I am 
adjunct faculty, and Martha is placed in a seminar group with a different instructor); 2- a 
monthly teaching parish committee; and 3- weekly meetings with her mentor pastor 
(me).   

Martha is now in the process of setting her learning goals for the internship.  She 
and I will meet weekly to reflect on ministry and assess her progress toward her goals.  
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
reflect on the broader issues of ministry. 

I am delighted that the Rev. Rosemary Davis agreed to chair the Teaching Parish 
Committee and that Gwen Carr, You Young Kang, and Ed Kania have agreed to serve as 
members.  They will reflect with Martha about ministry from the view of the pew.  They 
will also create evaluations at the end of each of the two semesters. 

I have stressed with all parties that we need to give Martha a valuable internship 
experience.  She will not be helped in this process if we do not take this experience 
seriously.  We value her gifts and her ministry and it would be easy to assume that she 
alǊŜŀŘȅ άƎŜǘǎ ƛǘΦέ  !ƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΧōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ άƎŜǘΗέ   

So she will create goals, in collaboration with me and the Teaching Parish 
Committee, that will stretch and push her to grow.  We tell Field Ed. students to choose 
a goal where they are likely to fail!  When else, than when an intern, can one 
experiment and try something new or scary and have the safety net of a teaching 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΚ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
member.  EVEN SO I will be encouraging Martha to risk failing, which is actually a good 



model for local church ministry. 
The only way we can be bold disciples of WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎΧand often!!  

It is easy to play it safe.  It is easy to try to not ruffle the feathers and keep everyone 
ƘŀǇǇȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƻǿƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ-selves.  Following 
Jesus is risky behavior!   

While we are a teaching church for Martha, I also encourage you to exercise some 
risky, likely failing, behavior as you find your footing as a follower of Jesus Christ.  Pain 
and joy reside together.  God transforms our feeble steps into stepping stones for 
growing faith. 

 
Your Pastor, 

Sharon 
 

 

The friendly church 
A young couple sought a church in which to worship. They visited a church one Sunday and 
later complained to a retired pastor, òNo one in the congregation welcomed us. After the 
service, the pastor stayed in the chancel and spoke only to those who sought him out. No 
one was at the door to greet us when we arrived or when we left. Of course, we wonõt go 
back there.ó  
 
How friendly is y our church? Itõs as friendly as you make it. Why not engage anyone who 
appears to be a visitor with a warm handshake, a smile and your name. Find out their 
name and later make a note of it so you can greet them by name the next time you see 
them. Introduce  the visitors to others in the congregation and guide them to any 
fellowship event after worship.  
 
Remember that no act of kindness toward others is ever wasted.  



As members and friends of Claremont UMC, we support the church 

with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witnessé 

 
Our Prayersé  

New to the Prayer List: Brad (tŀǘ tǊǳŘŜƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Don (Karen 
5ŀƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ); Leah & Caleb ({ƻƴƴȅ WŀȅƴŜΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜ ϧ 

boyfriend); Jan Dixon (Carl Bergquist-5ŜǾƻŜΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Elizabeth Dourley (Grace & Guy 
{ǘŜŜƴƘǳƛȊŜƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Lois McAfee; Allen Moore; John Avera; Rachel Bruner (Amanda 
.ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ); Deanna Fry (WŀƳƛŜ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law); Mary Johnson; Vince 
LaConte (WƻŜ [ŀ/ƻƴǘŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ); Matt May & Jamie Watkins (friends of Beth & Roger 
Connor); Elizabeth Munoz (WŀƳƛŜ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Rev. George Rosemier (Riverside 
District clergy); Martha Underwood (!ƴŘȅ ϧ /ŀƴŘȅ IǳōōŀǊŘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); all the people 
and animals who lost their homes and lives in the fires. 

Long Term: Tyler Boatman (Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ǳǊƻǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ); Adrian Chavez 
(!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ellen Christenson (friend of the LaConte family); Steve 
Collins (Megan FackenthŀƭΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ); Cathy Davis (Sharon Rhodes-²ƛŎƪŜǘǘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Lois 
DeLa Vega (WŜŀƴ .ƻƎǳǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Taylor Distelrath (.ǊŜǘǘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ); The Dowd 
Family; Virginia Ford (/ŀǊƻƭȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊȅ DƛǾŜƴǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ted Fukada (Bob and Laura 
CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ); Jo Hackler (recovery from surgery); Ed & Roberta Haertel ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ 
friends); Karen and Daniel Hancock (CǊŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ-in-law); Diane 
Heaton Schmitt (for breast cancer treatment); Holly Holden & Ashlee Lotz (Julie 
IŀŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ϧ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘter); Britney Hudgins (5ƻǘ tŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Ardys Hunter; Barbara Ild (5ƛŎƪ .ǳƴŎŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); Ty Jenkins (friend of Lourdes Orret); 
Bertha Jimenez; Eric Jones (friend of Tony and Jamie Dalia); Diann Kim (friend of Kristin 
Fertschneider); Christopher and Karen Kime (friends of Mark Howard); Sharon Lawson; 
Wendy Losh (recovery from surgery); Bruce Luxeuil (.ƛƭƭ /ƘŀǊƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Tusiitoga 
Mamea; Judy Mauer (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Bronnie McNabb; Don McNevin (Jerry 
ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ruth Morales (!ƭŜȄ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ); Pat Moser; Beverly 
Mungaray (friend of Jamie Dalia); Susan Nelson; David Ogle; Jo Anne Olson ([ƛƭŀ /ƘƛŎƪΩǎ 
friend); Linda Ray (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Stacee Reese (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ 
daughter); Julia Reidhead-Simon (Irene LaǘƘǊƻǇΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜ); Al Rhodes-Wickett and family; 
Renee Rodriguez (aŀǊǘƘŀ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Bob Rohdenburg (5ŀǾƛŘ 5ŜǎŜƴƎŀƷƻΩǎ Ŏƻ-
ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ); Marge Rusler (!ǊŘȅǎ ŀƴŘ YŜƴ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Melissa Rynders; Beba 
Santana (/ƭŀǊŀ {ƻǘƻ LǾŜȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); service men and women;  Andy Setlow (Frances 
DƛƭŦǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Charlsey Mae Smedley (treatment for colon cancer); Brian Smith; 
Bonnie Sorenson (friend of Jim Pirlo); Scott Spoerl (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Evodia & 
Laurie Swanson ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Jeannine Thompson (!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ); David and 
Susan Trujillo ([Ŝǎ ŀƴŘ Wƻ!ƴƴ .ǊŜǿŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Don Waddell; Joyce Warner (Ann 



Short Term: Craig Carlin 
(aŀǊǘƘŀ hƭŘƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǘŜǇ-son); Susie 
Charlton (.ƛƭƭ /ƘŀǊƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ-in-
law); President Obama & health 
care reform; the People of 
Palestine. 

Thank you for remembering to 
keep the church office updated on 
the condition of your loved ones on 
the prayer list. 

hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΩǎ ŀǳƴǘ); Don White (¢ƻƴȅ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Betty Youngken (recovery from 
surgery); Don Smedley (/ƘŀǊƭǎŜȅ aŀŜ {ƳŜŘƭŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴ), Joy (friend ƻŦ [ŀǳǊŀ CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ), 
Michael, and all caught in the snare of addiction. 

People on our short-term prayer list are generally kept on the list for the maximum of 
one month, unless otherwise requested.  Please know we are more than happy to offer 
our prayers for your loved ones as long as prayer is needed, so if you would like your 
loved one kept on the list longer than a month, please let Jessica in the church office 
know (909-624-9021 or jessica.johnston@ claremontumc.org). 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Unwillingly Absent: In each issue of The Window 
we list all of our temporarily or permanently homebound 
and their caregivers who are members.  This is a reminder 
that they are part of us and would be here today if they 
were able.  Let us remain as committed to them as they are 
to us.  If you have additional information, please notify 

Jessica in the church office. 
Jane Estupinian, Ken Gread, Nancy and Pierce Johnson, Ann Marshall, Nan Moore, Ed 
and Dot Perry, Al Rhodes-Wickett, Marge Schumacher, Jeannine Thompson, Dot 
Torgerson, Ted and Mildred Woodson. 
 
 
 

A Rosebud on the 
.ŀǇǘƛǎƳŀƭ CƻƴǘΧ 

Sunday, September 6, 
we had a rosebud on the 
baptismal font in 
celebration of the birth of 
Brittain Andrew Jura on 
August 9, 2009 in Portland, 
OR.  Susan and Ray Bell are 
.ǊƛǘǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 
grandparents!  

 

mailto:jessica.johnston@%20claremontumc.org


Our Presenceé 

 
Attendance on 9/6: 183 
Attendance on 9/13: 232 
 

 
 
 
 

Greetings from Oregon! 
Dated 8/4/09 

Dear All There at CUMC, 
We moved here to Eugene, Oregon in mid-WǳƴŜΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ƳƻǾŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ 

made.  We will not do it again!  Our ages, 76 and 78 are against us, and the 106 and 105 
ǘŜƳǇǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƳŜƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΦ  ²Ŝ ōŜƎƛƴ in September 
at a new church. 

In His Service, 
Suzanna & Newton Malony 

[My apologies!  I missed getting this in an earlier issue of The Window!  ~ Jessica, Admin. Secretary] 

 
 

Our Gifts, Our Serviceé 

Thank you, thank you, Genaro! 
Genaro gave us the beautiful Narthex 

display and we are grateful for his hard work! 
 

 Sunday, September 20, 
at 3:00 p.m. we will serve a meal, at Sumner 
Elementary School, 1770 Sumner Ave., 
Claremont; and, provide a craft activity for 
the children.  A sign up sheet for volunteers is 
posted on the copy room door next to the 
grocery basket.  Volunteers are needed (1) to 
help prepare the meal at 12 Sunday in the 
Round Building kitchen; (2) to serve at 
Sumner Elementary School at 2:45 p.m.; and 
(3) to donate cakes.  Cakes should be in the 
Narthex kitchen by noon next Sunday, 
September 20, or bring them with you if you 
are helping to serve.  Thank you, 
Homeless/Hunger Committee 

 

Our Witnessé  

 

How do you witness to your faith?  
Whether at home, at work, in the 
community, or at church, would 
someone recognize your faith at work?  
Share your ideas with us.  E-mail 
Jessica in the church office at 
jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org 
so she can include it in the next issue 
of The Window, and so we can 
encourage each other in what it means 
to be a witness. 

 

mailto:jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org


 CUMC Book Blessing during 
both worship services, Sunday, 
September 20 

Attention students of all ages, 
you are invited to bring your 
school books to either the 9am or 
the 10:45am (or both!) worship 
service on Sunday, September 20 
to lay them on the altar so that 
they may be blessed. 

 

LIVE SIMPLY    
Instead of buying more, 

bigger, or fancier things, reward 
yourself and/or your family 
with less stuff and a simpler life 
that allows more freedom and 
more time for family, friends, 
and creating community. 

 
 ~ Sustainability and Faith Task Force 
 

Support the DREAM Act! 
Please urge your elected officials (senators and representative) 

to support the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors 
(DREAM) Act, S. 729 and H.R. 1751. This act would create a pathway 
to lawful permanent residence and eventual earned citizenship for 

the approximately 65,000 high school graduates who were brought to the United States 
as children over five years ago. The latest version of this bill, introduced on March 26, 
2009, has the following requirements for these young people: 

--Had arrived in the U.S. before their 16th birthday; 
--Had lived in the U.S. for at least the last five years; 
--Had graduated from U.S. high school or obtained an American G.E.D.; 
--Will attend college or serve in the military for at least two years; and 
--Have good moral character. 
Currently, children who immigrate to the USA can only obtain permanent legal 

status through their parents. The DREAM Act would provide opportunity for these 
young people to earn conditional permanent residency on their own. It is important that 
high school graduates brought to the U.S. as children realize their potential through 
higher education and service to the United States. 

During fellowship hour Sunday, September 27, we encourage you to come to the 
patio and to write a note on a card to your senator and/or representative urging their 
support for this humane Act. Cards will be provided. If you need more information 
about the DREAM Act, let us know.   This is another way of being peace makers!  

~ The Creative Peace Making Task Force 
 

 
 



άWŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜέ 
On Wednesday, September 23 at 7:30pm, the School of 

Religion at The Claremont Graduate University is hosting a lecture 
by His Beatitude Michel Sabbah. Rev. Sabbah, who served as Latin 
Patriarch of Jerusalem from 1987 to 2008, has devoted himself to 
ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ Iƛǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άWŜǊǳǎalem, 
/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜΦέ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
current prospects for peace and the role of Christians in that process. It will be held in 
the Institute for Antiquity and Christianity Library, Claremont Graduate University, 831 
North Dartmouth Avenue, Claremont. The event is free and open to the public. 
(photo © Krista Bowker www. flickr.com/photos/kristahope/) 
 

 
Claremont United Methodist Church offers 
Invitation to the New Testament: 
A Short-Term Disciple Bible Study 

Begins September 30 at 7:00 p.m. in Rm. 23 in the Round 

Building.  

Invitation to the New Testament  
This eight-week study will be led by CUMC member Harold Unland, who has experience 
leading both long and short-term Disciple Bible Studies.  Harold explains that the 
ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ 
before. 

 Bible Study with daily reading and study 

 Weekly meeting with small group discussion & fellowship 

 Video segment brings insights of biblical scholars 

 Encourages members to live out their faith 

To join the group, or for more information, please call the church office at 909-624-
9021, or Martha Morales at 909-732-8499. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The deadline for the 
September 30th issue 

of The Window is 
Sunday, September 

20th, 2009. 
 



¸ƻǳΩǊŜ LƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΧ 
Experience 
 A PRISON OF THE MIND 
 
Scripps College 
Balch Auditorium (10th and Columbia) 
September 30th, 7:00 p.m. 
 
A one-woman drama 

Students are free; regular admission is $10. 
Sponsored by the Inland Valley Death Penalty Focus, 

LƴǘŜǊŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀǘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǊŜƳƻƴǘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎΦ  
For more information call 909-398-4471. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Support the Homeless and Hungry in Pomona Valley  
Use goodsearch.com to open the Internet and make 

Inland Valley Hope Partners the beneficiary.  Inland Valley 
Hope Partners receives $.01 every time you search the 
internet through goodsearch.com and you indicate its name in 
the box that asks for "Who do you GoodSearch For".  Over 
$84 has been raised since 1/1/09.  We need your help to 
reach $100 by 12/31/09!  Every penny counts! ~ The 
Homeless/Hunger Ministry Committee 

 

 
In consideration of 

 those with severe 
allergies to perfumes and 
colognes, please refrain 
from wearing these to 
worship.  Thank you! J 
 

 

 
Be sure to check out the website for the 

California-Pacific Annual Conference of the 
United Methodist Church at www.cal-pac.org. 
 

http://www.cal-pac.org/


This year will be my 5th ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
the director by recalling the names of each board president. I keep track of time by 
people.  What I love about this story is how God works and that faith truly means just 
believing. Six years ago I began to pray that God would increase my territory. His 
response to my prayers was to bring me here to CUMC to stabilize a once thriving 
preschool.  I envisioned myself as an anchor and began to form what is now a wonderful 
team of teachers. We started that first year with 28 students per day. Today, almost at 
full capacity, we began this year with 61 students per day! I remember my first year 
when we had 2 children in our 2 year old class and 7 in our preschool classrooms. Today 
the difference is astounding. Our classes are holding 13, 16 and 18 children per class. 
While the numbers may mean more to me, they represent the struggle, the work, the 
road traveled and my vision; all surrounded by my faith and hope. Sometimes in 
reflection, I am awed by what God entrusted me to do. Even in these difficult times 
families are finding ways to put their children in school. And we have broadened our 
reach to include so many more families outside the Claremont community; some from 
as far as Corona, Chino Hills, Fontana and Glendora. Who better to share this joy with, 
than the church?  I never know what God has planned for me, but I will continue to 
follow the calling, be humbled by the mistakes I make in the process, and rejoice in the 
successes. The glory belongs to God, and I am honored He let me be a part of this 
journey. ~ Jeri Bollman, Director 

Subscribe to the E-Window! 
E-mail Jessica in the church office at 

jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org to sign up.  Go to www.claremontumc.org 
ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άNewsέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƭŜŦǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ 
first!  See it first and in COLOR! 
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 Claremont United Methodist Church 
211 W. Foothill Blvd., Claremont, CA 91711 

Office: (909) 624-9021 Fax: (909) 624-7308 
jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org 

www.claremontumc.org 
 

We warmly welcome you to worship and fellowship 

Worship Services 
9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

 
Sunday School Classes 

Children 9:20 - 10:20 a.m. 
Youth 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
Adults 10:30 - 11:45 a.m. 

Youth Music Jam 4:00 
p.m. Sundays 

Youth Group 5:00 p.m.  
Sundays 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Sharon Rhodes-Wickett ~ Pastor x224 

The Rev. J. Daniel Lewis ~ Associate Pastor x231 
Martha Morales ~ Director: Education Ministries x229 

Jessica Johnston ~ Administrative Secretary x222 
Lynnae Hernandez ~ Bookkeeper x225 
Genaro Cordova ~ Facilities Engineer 

Dr. Barbara Durost ~ Director: Music Ministries x227 
Wendy Losh ~ Organist 

Jim Maynard ~ Liturgical Dance Choir Director 
Donna Marie Minano ~ Director: Cherub Choir and Children of Song 
YŀǘƘǊȅƴ /ƻǊŘƻǾŀ Ϥ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ /ƘŜǊǳōΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƴŎŜ /ƘƻƛǊǎ 

Christina Linton  ~ Director: Preschool Music 
Linda Sheldon ~ Wedding Coordinator 
Kathryn Cordova ~ Nursery Attendant 

Jacqueline Cordova ~ Sunday Custodian 
Jeri Bollman ~ Director: CUMC Preschool, 909-624-8223 

Jill  Snodgrass ~ Associate Director of The Clinebell Institute, 909-451-3690 
Betsy Laybourn ~ The Window Editor 

 
Located in the California-Pacific Annual Conference: 

The Rev.  Dr. Mary Ann Swenson ~ Resident Bishop 
The Rev. Dr. Bau Dang ~ District Superintendent 


