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Claremont United Methodist Church 
 

October 28, 2009 

 

CUMC Annual All Church 

Conference 
Date: Sunday, November 8 

Time: 12:00 pm, luncheon, followed by meeting 

Place: CUMC Round Building 

Rev. Dr. Bau Dang, our District Superintendent, 
will preach at both the 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

worship services. 
 

Lunch, prepared by the Fellowship Committee, 
will be served in the Round Building at noon. 

 
Rev. Dang will meet with the Staff Parish Relations 

Committee during lunch, 
followed by a time for all to share and reflect 

on the previous year’s ministries. 

To RSVP for lunch you can either… 
 
1. Call Clara Soto Ivey: 909-626-6721 
2. Indicate your RSVP on your attendance card on Sunday      

morning, November 1, OR 
3. Look for the Fellowship Committee table on the patio during 

Coffee Fellowship on Sunday morning, November 1. 

Be sure to read Pastor Sharon’s 
article on the next two pages 

for more information. 

Everyone’s invited! 



The View from Here… 
I want to talk about two things: Church Conference and Flu concerns. 
Now isn’t that an interesting juxtaposition of topics!  I don’t expect you to get the flu 

by attending the Church Conference, but I can’t make any guarantees! 
CHURCH CONFERENCE 

This is the annual meeting of our local church with the District Superintendent.  This 
year I am pleased that our superintendent, the Rev. Bau Dang will preach at our two 
Sunday morning services.  This will give more of you a chance to get acquainted with 
him.  Those attending the Church Conference will share lunch together in the Round 
Building.  We thank the Fellowship Committee for planning a prepared lunch for us and 
for enlisting our wonderful chef-in-residence Joan Roth.  The superintendent will have 
lunch with the Staff Parish Relations Committee at the same time to discuss the pastoral 
needs of the church.   

Rev. Dang presides at the meeting.  There will be very few oral reports, but there will 
be a booklet with written reports from Committee chairpersons and staff.  We will elect 
the leadership for 2010; we will remove some members who have been inactive for a 
number of years; and we will reflect a bit on who we are as a church.  Who can come to 
a Church Conference?  Everyone!  Who can vote?  Those who are members of the 
church.  Having a church conference is a very “Methodist” thing to do.  Our founder 
John Wesley believed in the value of Christian Conferencing.  At its roots it was intended 
to be a time of reflection, discernment and accountability.  We may not be able to do all 
that in one short meeting, but that is why we have a Church Council, which oversees our 
ministries during the year. 

FLU CONCERNS 
Some of you have written notes on the “presence and prayer” cards and some of you 

have spoken to me.  You have expressed concern about the H1N1 virus and our close 
community on Sunday mornings.  Some of you have expressed that you aren’t 
concerned at all.  And that is exactly what I would expect from any community of 
people: a wide array of views on any given subject…as it should be! 

There is plenty of information on prevention practices in print, on the radio, on TV, 
on the internet and at your doctor’s office.  I will repeat all that.  But I will give guidance 
to how we maintain our beloved community while at the same time respecting those 
who feel anxious about this current flu concern, for none of us knows the health history 
or current concerns that others have.  I started the guidance last Sunday by suggesting 
fist and elbow bumps as an alternative to hand shaking.  Being a resourceful 
congregation, several of you told me of other greeting practices from around the world.  
“Well”, I thought, “won’t this be fun!  We can learn all kinds of ways of greeting and 



expand our cultural awareness all the same time!”  So get ready for more ideas of 
greeting (and share your ideas). 

But there is this awkward “moment” when we’re not sure what to do.  So let me 
declare that we won’t worry about being awkward.  You decide how you want to greet.  
If you extend your hand and the other person gives a fist, then you make a fist and give 
a bump.  Let’s take the lead of the person who wishes to minimize hand contact.  If you 
want to bow and the other person wants to elbow bump, do both!!  Have fun.  Laugh.   

One card asked if we could have an anti-bacterial dispenser in the sanctuary.  My 
preference is that each of you bring your own anti-bacterial products with you and use 
them as you desire.   

A final word about communion: I read an article on the General Board of Discipleship 
website that suggested that the bread server dip the bread in the juice themselves, and 
then hand it to the worshipper.  That prevents people from possibly putting their fingers 
in the juice.  During this time of increased concern we will serve communion in this way 
and then resume our former practice at a later time.   

As with many concerns that come to the life of the congregation, we try to do what is 
reasonable and helpful while at the same time we also recognize that we cannot 
prevent people from getting sick.  Sickness is part of life and we all have to find that 
balance between what preserves life and what gives life.   

Foot bump anyone? 
Your Pastor, 

Sharon 
 

  

The discipline of gratitude  
'ÒÁÔÉÔÕÄÅ ȣ ÇÏÅÓ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÉÎÅȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÔÈÉÎÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ 

the truth that all of life is a pure gift. In the past I always 
thought of gratitude as a spontaneous response to the 

awareness of gifts received, but now I realize that gratitude 
can also be lived as a discipline. The discipline of gratitude is 

the explicit effort to acknowledge that all I am and have is 
given to me as a gift of love, a gift to be celebrated with joy.  

 
ɂHenri J.M. Nouwen  

 



As members and friends of Claremont UMC, we support the church with 

our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witnessé 

 
Our Prayersé  

New to the Prayer List: Margaret; Debbie Brown & Family 

(5ƻƴƴŀ aŀǊƛŜ aƛƴŀƴƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); CUMC Preschool; Nicolas Criticos 
(.ŀǊōŀǊŀ ¢ǊƻȄŜƭƭΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law); Rev. Kenneth Davis & family 

(DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ);Revs. Todd & Gwen Ehrenberg (Ontario 
FUMC pastor & wife); family of Bob Frost (DŜƴŜ .ƻǳǘƛƭƛŜǊΩǎ ǎƻƴ-in-law); Marcia Hartsock 
(former Big Bear UMC pastor); Sonny Jayne; Marcie Powell (former Riverside District 
missionary); Mr. Turner (aŀǊƛŜ {ƻƭǘŜǊƻΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ); John & Andrea Willey (Wendy 
[ƻǎƘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Josephine Won (YǊƻ ²ƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ).  

Long Term: Brad (tŀǘ tǊǳŘŜƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Helen Bliege ([ƛƴŘŀ ±ƻƎŜƭΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); Tyler 

Boatman (Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ǳǊƻǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ); Adrian Chavez (!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 
friend); Steve Collins (aŜƎŀƴ CŀŎƪŜƴǘƘŀƭΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ); Taylor Distelrath (Brett and Ann 
hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ); Jan Dixon (Carl Bergquist-5ŜǾƻŜΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); The Dowd Family; Virginia Ford 
(Carolyne and ¢ŜǊǊȅ DƛǾŜƴǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ted Fukada (.ƻō ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ); Jennifer 
G. (CǊŀƴ IŜƭƎŜǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜ); Robert Haage; Jo Hackler (recovery from surgery); Ed & 
Roberta Haertel ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Karen and Daniel Hancock (CǊŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ 
daughter and son-in-law); Diane Heaton Schmitt (for breast cancer treatment); Holly 
Holden & Ashlee Lotz (WǳƭƛŜ IŀŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ϧ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ); Ardys Hunter; 
Barbara Ild (5ƛŎƪ .ǳƴŎŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); Ty Jenkins (friend of Lourdes Orret); Bertha Jimenez; 
Diann Kim (friend of Kristin Fertschneider); Christopher and Karen Kime (friends of Mark 
Howard); Sharon Lawson; Wendy Losh (recovery from surgery); Bruce Luxeuil (Bill 
/ƘŀǊƭǘƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Tusiitoga Mamea; Judy Mauer (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Bronnie 
McNabb; Don McNevin (JŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Allen Moore; Ruth Morales (Alex 
aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ); Pat Moser; Beverly Mungaray (friend of Jamie Dalia); Susan Nelson; 
President Obama & health care reform; David Ogle; Jo Anne Olson ([ƛƭŀ /ƘƛŎƪΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Linda Ray (Mary Jo CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Stacee Reese (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ); Renee 
Rodriguez (aŀǊǘƘŀ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Rev. Bob Rohdenburg (5ŀǾƛŘ 5ŜǎŜƴƎŀƷƻΩǎ Ŏƻ-
ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ); Marge Rusler (!ǊŘȅǎ ŀƴŘ YŜƴ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Beba Santana (Clara 
{ƻǘƻ LǾŜȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); service men and women;  Andy Setlow (CǊŀƴŎŜǎ DƛƭŦǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Brian Smith; Bonnie Sorenson (friend of Jim Pirlo); Scott Spoerl (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ 
friend); Evodia & Laurie Swanson ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Mike Vogel (friend of Jamie 
Dalia); Don Waddell; Joyce Warner (!ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΩǎ ŀǳƴǘ); Don White (¢ƻƴȅ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
friend); Betty Youngken (recovery from surgery); all who struggle with addiction; 
hospital workers. 



Short Term: Carl Bergquist-Devoe; Mark 

Dick (.ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ǳǊƻǎǘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ); the 
People of Afghanistan and an end to the war 
there & in Iraq; the People of Honduras; Kathi 
Roth (CǊŜŘ ϧ Wƻŀƴ wƻǘƘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ !ƴŘȅ ϧ 
/ŀƴŘȅ IǳōōŀǊŘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ruby Taylor. 

Thank you for remembering to keep the 
church office updated on the condition of your 
loved ones on the prayer list. 

Our Presenceé 

 
Attendance on 10/18: 
 181 
 
Attendance on 10/25: 
 207 

 

 People on our short-term prayer list are generally kept on the list for 
the maximum of one month, unless otherwise requested.  Please 
know we are more than happy to offer our prayers for your loved 
ones as long as prayer is needed, so if you would like your loved one 
kept on the list longer than a month, please let Jessica in the church 

office know (909-624-9021 or jessica.johnston@ claremontumc.org). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Unwillingly 
Absent: In each issue 
of The Window we list 

all of our temporarily or permanently 
homebound and their caregivers who are 
members.  This is a reminder that they are part 
of us and would be here today if they were able.  
Let us remain as committed to them as they are 
to us.  If you have additional information, please 
notify Jessica in the church office. 

Jane Estupinian, Ken Gread, Nancy and 
Pierce Johnson, Ann Marshall, Nan Moore, Ed 
and Dot Perry, Al Rhodes-Wickett, Marge 
Schumacher, Jeannine Thompson, Dot 
Torgerson, Ted and Mildred Woodson. 
 

Daylight Savings Time ends 
Sunday, November 1.  Be sure 
to set your clocks back 1 hour 

before bed on October 31. 

mailto:jessica.johnston@%20claremontumc.org


Our Gifts, Our Serviceé 

 
to the members and friends of Claremont UMC for your love and 
support!  A very special thank you to Dick and Maralyn Tipping for all 

that they did for me.  ~ Sonny Jayne ~ Sonny’s last Sunday was October 25, and she left 
Monday, October 26 for Pueblo, CO.  We send her off with our blessing. 
 

Dear Sharon, SPRC, and the CUMC Family, 
  You showered me with love, your gladness, your 

encouragement, your kind words and your presence during my journey toward 
my commissioning for Deacon Ministry.  I have felt so enveloped in the warmth 
of the Holy Spirit so active in our church for calling and equipping us to respond 
to our calls.  I have been overwhelmed with gratitude, humility, and the desire 
to serve faithfully from this church, which has honored this process in me. 

Please accept my most sincere gratitude for all you have been and all you 
have done to guide me into Christian service.  You are all my examples and my 
encouragement. 

I was so happy to be commissioned with so many of you present.  It was the 
most important day of my life so far.  Thank you for being sacred witnesses to 
my commissioning for Jesus Christ and his church.  Thank you, Sharon, for the 
Methodist cross on the blue cord from Marjorie (Suchocki), which I will always 
wear with honor!  Thank you, Kathy, for welcoming me as a woman UM clergy 
person!  The Conference felt like a big hug! 

I was so honored by the Staff Parish Relations Committee to be WELCOMED 
HOME with a cake and gifts in my honor!  Thank you for all you have done for 
me throughout this process.  You have helped me be prepared for the next 
ǎǘŜǇǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ /ƻƪŜǎōǳǊȅΥ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
no better gift for me and I am amazed at your generosity for me!  The 
ƳȅǊǘƭŜǿƻƻŘ ŎǊǳǎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
the extraordinary wood.  I have filled it with oil for anointing and I use it in my 
ministry at the hospital with patients.  What a wonderful gift!  Thank you for so 
much LOVE.  Thanks be to God! 

Love, Robin Rhodes 



Thank you, Genaro Cordova, for the lovely and much needed railing on the chancel for 
the choir risers! 

 
Thank you, to Sue Carlisle, Gerry 
Loritsch, and Joyce Roebuck for 
subbing in the church office, 
while I took a few vacation days! 

~Jessica Johnston, Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 

The deadline for the 
November 11th issue 

of The Window is 
Sunday, November 

1st, 2009. 
 

Please remember that 

 some are highly sensitive 

to perfumes and colognes 

and others have severe 

allergies.  In consideration  of 

others , we ask you to save 

your sweet smelling stuff for 

home.  Thank you!  J 

Third World Gifts 
 
For two Sundays only, November 15 
and 22, the Missions Commission has 
arranged for gift items made by artisans 
from around the world, to be sold 
between services.  These items are 
made available to us by Ten Thousand 
Villages, a Fair trade store since 1946.  
You can start your Christmas Shopping 
early and make a contribution.  Be 
among the first to select items made by 
artisans around the world. 

~ Ron Harrington, Chair 

Our Witnessé  

Frank and Donna Marie 
Minano continue to gently 
persist in inviting their 
friends to come worship at 
our church.  They did come 
and were so glad to find a 
church like CUMC!   

Who among your friends 
would be happy to discover 
CUMC? 



Save The Date: 
Sunday, November 22 

12:00 p.m., Round Building 
Native American Survival 

Led by Deacon Robin Rhodes 
Sponsored by CUMC United 

Methodist Women 

 

Be sure to check out the website or the California-Pacific Annual Conference of 

the United Methodist Church at www.cal-pac.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

Living With Chronic Illness: 
A Workshop at 

California Institute for Women (CIW) 
1st & 3rd Sunday of each Month 

1:30 – 4:00 p.m. 
(group time from 2-3:30 p.m.) 

 
Women of Claremont United 

Methodist Church are invited to be part 
of this twice monthly workshop, led by 
Deacon Robin Rhodes for the women of 
CIW on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month.  (There is also a bereavement 
group on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month, at the same time, beginning in 
November.) 

This opportunity is open to women 
who do not have current relationships 
with women in prison or women on  
parole, and is a fine opportunity to 
become acquainted with prison ministry.  
Prison clearance is required for 
the visit.  Talk to Robin Rhodes 
regarding this opportunity: 
909-624-6098.  

Come one time, or come 
more regularly. 

BE GREEN IN THE KITCHEN 
1.  Use reusable storage 

containers, glass is 
best, instead of plastic 
wrap or plastic storage bags 
which are made from petroleum 
products.   

2.  Always bring water to a boil 
with the lid on the pan.  It will 
save countless hours of energy.   

3.   Dust off the pressure cooker.  
It’s the fastest way to cook, 
thereby saving energy. 

(Compiled from The Green Kitchen 
by Richard Ehrlich) 
Sustainability and Faith Task Force 

http://www.cal-pac.org/


Happy November Birthday! 
If you find that your name is not listed, and it should be listed, 

we apologize for our mistake!  We also might not have your 
birthday in our database, so please call Jessica in the office at 909-

624-9021 or e-mail jessica.johnston@ claremontumc.org. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

1 Bunni Lambert 
1 Joey Laybourn 
1 Joan Casson 
2 Melanie Little 
3 Donna Harris 
3 Kro Won 
4 Audrey Lightbody 
7 Jackie Cordova 
7 Samantha Little 
8 Debra Schultz 
9 Wanda Fonda 
9 Carolyn Harrington 
9 Spencer Little 
11 Joseph LaConte 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

12 Jane Burtis 
16 Ann Marshall 
18 Marie Losh 
18 Paul McCaslin 
18 Eddie Hume 
20 Daniel Ivey-Soto 
20 Irene Lathrop 
20 Joanna Teresi 
21 Phyllis Mitchell 
22 Malusi Mncube 
23 Genaro Cordova 
29 Erik Davis 
30 Joyce Roebuck 
30 Jacob Combs 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
 

Monthly Breakfast, Wednesday, November 11, 8 a.m. in the Round Building: 
 Hear about CǊŜŘ wƻǘƘϥǎ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣ ά{ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊŘŜǊΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
June 23 to August 14 this year, from Portland, Oregon to Portland, Maine; and the 
       Methodist Churches that assisted his journey.  ALL are invited!  The cost 
       is a very reasonable $2.00! 

mailto:jessica.johnston@%20claremontumc.org


 
Claremont United Methodist Church 

211 W. Foothill Blvd., Claremont, CA 91711 
Office: (909) 624-9021 Fax: (909) 624-7308 

jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org 
www.claremontumc.org 

 
We warmly welcome you to worship and fellowship 

Worship Services 
9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

 
Sunday School Classes 

Children 9:20 - 10:20 a.m. 
Youth 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
Adults 10:30 - 11:45 a.m. 

Youth Music Jam 4:00 
p.m. Sundays 

Youth Group 5:00 p.m.  
Sundays 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Sharon Rhodes-Wickett ~ Pastor x224 

The Rev. J. Daniel Lewis ~ Associate Pastor x231 
Martha Morales ~ Director: Education Ministries x229 

Jessica Johnston ~ Administrative Secretary x222 
Lynnae Hernandez ~ Bookkeeper x225 
Genaro Cordova ~ Facilities Engineer 

Dr. Barbara Durost ~ Director: Music Ministries x227 
Wendy Losh ~ Organist 

Jim Maynard ~ Liturgical Dance Choir Director 
Donna Marie Minano ~ Director: Cherub Choir and Children of Song 

Kathryn Cordova ~ Director: Cherub, Children’s, and Youth Dance Choirs 
Christina Linton  ~ Director: Preschool Music 

Linda Sheldon ~ Wedding Coordinator 
Kathryn Cordova ~ Nursery Attendant 

Jacqueline Cordova ~ Sunday Custodian 
Jeri Bollman ~ Director: CUMC Preschool, 909-624-8223 

Jill  Snodgrass ~ Associate Director of The Clinebell Institute, 909-451-3690 
Betsy Laybourn ~ The Window Editor 

 
Located in the California-Pacific Annual Conference: 

The Rev.  Dr. Mary Ann Swenson ~ Resident Bishop 
The Rev. Dr. Bau Dang ~ Riverside District Superintendent 


