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Advent begins this Sunday, already!  Here is just a 
SNEAK PEEK ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ /¦a/Η  .Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ 

read the Advent brochure, inserted in this issue of 
The Window for all of the details! 
 

Saturday, December 5:  UMW Christmas Tea, 3-5pm 

in the Round Building 
Sunday, December 6: Pass the Hat Sunday 

Sundays, December 6, 13, and 20: Alternative Christmas during coffee hour 
Sunday, December 13Υ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀƎŜŀƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ  

Parsonage Open House, 2-5pm 
Youth Christmas Party, 5pm, place TBA 

Sunday, December 20: Christmas Caroling and Soup Supper, 3 p.m. 

PASS THE HAT Project is an opportunity for you to bring the holiday spirit 
to less fortunate families in our community.  For several years CUMC has 

άǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀǘέ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ άŀŘƻǇǘŜŘέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ LƴƭŀƴŘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ 
Hope Partners, to give them a joyful Christmas.  You will have the oppor-

tunity to choose a name from THE HAT to buy a gift, or provide part of the holiday 
meal.  On Sunday, December 6th the THE HAT will be passed; wrapped gifts and food 

are to be returned by December 20th.  Questions: talk to Susan Hume 

909-593-5900 or Melanie Little 909-625-7876.  Brought to you by the 
friendly folks in The Boosters 



¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ IŜǊŜΧ 
 

The Rev. Safiyah Fosua, Director of Invitational Preaching Ministries at the General 
Board of Discipleship, wrote the column below.*  It helps us put the Season of Advent in 
perspective.   
ά¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨO Come, O Come, EmmanuelΩ remind us that Advent is a journey from 

whatever despair has seized the human spirit to an active hope in the Coming of Christ. 
The problem is that so many of us have worked hard to let nothing of the world and its 
misery touch us. Cocooned in the illusion of comfort, we have become spectators. We are 
detached from what hurts our global neighbors and in denial about what hurts at home. 
Small wonder that we are inclined to rush from the pensiveness of Advent into the joys of 
Christmas and Epiphany.  
ά¸Ŝǘ ǘƘe truth is this: No matter how intently we work to isolate ourselves from 

human misery, we cannot escape the reality that the human family experiences 
unbearable suffering. We mourn in lonely exile here τ hoping, waiting for something or 
someone to divert us from the many roads leading to our destruction. Come Emmanuel; 
ŎƻƳŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΤ ŎƻƳŜΗέ 

Indeed, there is no protection from sadness, despair, disease, poverty or whatever 
Ǌƻōǎ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
abundant grace and abiding presence in the midst of it.  Advent reminds us that Jesus 
Christ lived with human disappointment as well as its joys.  In that context, he embodied 
DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  Lǘ L{ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ it means to be 
Christian, to bear and be the hope as we witness to a God of abiding presence with us.  
Jesus was born into THIS world.  God remains with us in this world.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Your Pastor, 

Sharon 
 

*Copyright © 2006 The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, 
Nashville TN 37203-0003. Worship website: www.umcworship.org. 
  

Be sure to check out the website for the 

California -Pacific Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church at  

www.cal -pac.org .  

http://www.cal-pac.org/


As members and friends of Claremont UMC, we support the church with our prayers, 

our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witnessé 

 
Our Prayersé  

New to the Prayer List: Steve ({Ŏƻǘǘ /ƻƳōǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Lisa 

Alexander (aŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Dorothy Blaine; Randy Faver 
(IƻƳŜǊ CŀǾŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ); Judith Favor (.ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ǳǊƻǎǘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Lisa Ferrante (from 
Frances Gilfry); John Fleck (WŀƴŜǘǘŜ /ƻƳōǎΩ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ); Judy Moser; Bill Preston (Tom & 
Dŀƴƛŀ ¢ǊƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ friend); Helen Post; Moala Toke (aŀǊȅ ϧ ¢ǳǎƛ aŀƳŜŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); David & 
Susan Trujillo (Wƻ!ƴƴ ϧ [Ŝǎ .ǊŜǿŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Judy Weaver (Riverside District retired 
Deacon); Gordon Winsor (LǊŜƴŜ [ŀǘƘǊƻǇΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ). 

Long Term: Brad (tŀǘ tǊǳŘŜƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Helen Bliege ([ƛƴŘŀ ±ƻƎŜƭΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); Tyler 

Boatman (Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ǳǊƻǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ); Debbie Brown & Family (Donna Marie 
aƛƴŀƴƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Adrian Chavez (!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Steve Collins (Megan 
CŀŎƪŜƴǘƘŀƭΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ); Nicolas Criticos (Barbara ¢ǊƻȄŜƭƭΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law); Taylor 
Distelrath (.ǊŜǘǘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ); The Dowd Family; Virginia Ford (Carolyne and 
¢ŜǊǊȅ DƛǾŜƴǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ted Fukada (.ƻō ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ); Jennifer G. (Fran 
IŜƭƎŜǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜ); Robert Haage; Ed & Roberta Haertel ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Karen 
and Daniel Hancock (CǊŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ-in-law); Diane Heaton Schmitt (for 
breast cancer treatment); Holly Holden & Ashlee Lotz (WǳƭƛŜ IŀŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ϧ 
granddaughter); Barbara Ild (5ƛŎƪ .ǳƴŎŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); Ty Jenkins (friend of Lourdes Orret); 
Bertha Jimenez; Diann Kim (friend of Kristin Fertschneider); Christopher and Karen 
Kime (friends of Mark Howard); Wendy Losh (recovery from surgery); Tusiitoga Mamea; 
Judy Mauer (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Bronnie McNabb; Don McNevin (Jerry and Jane 
.ǳǊǘƛǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ruth Morales (!ƭŜȄ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ); Pat Moser; Beverly Mungaray 
(friend of Jamie Dalia); Elizabeth Munoz (WŀƳƛŜ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Susan Nelson; The 
Nevarro Family (/ƭŀǊŀ {ƻǘƻ LǾŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴ-laws);David Ogle; Jo Anne Olson ([ƛƭŀ /ƘƛŎƪΩǎ 
friend); Linda Ray (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Stacee Reese (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ 
daughter); Renee Rodriguez (aŀǊǘƘŀ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Rev. Bob Rohdenburg (David 
5ŜǎŜƴƎŀƷƻΩǎ Ŏƻ-ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ); Beba Santana (Clara Soto IvŜȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); service men 
and women;  Andy Setlow (CǊŀƴŎŜǎ DƛƭŦǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Brian Smith; Bonnie Sorenson 
(friend of Jim Pirlo); Scott Spoerl (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Auk Steenhuizen (Guy 
{ǘŜŜƴƘǳƛȊŜƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ);Evodia & Laurie Swanson ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ friends); Barbara Troxell; 
Mr. Turner (aŀǊƛŜ {ƻƭǘŜǊƻΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ); Don Waddell; Joyce Warner (Ann 
hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΩǎ ŀǳƴǘ); Don White (¢ƻƴȅ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); John & Andrea Willey (²ŜƴŘȅ [ƻǎƘΩǎ 
friends); Betty Youngken (recovery from surgery); all who struggle with addiction; 
hospital workers; U.S. health care reform. 



 People on our short-term prayer list are generally kept on the list for 
the maximum of one month, unless otherwise requested.  Please 
know we are more than happy to offer our prayers for your loved 
ones as long as prayer is needed, so if you would like your loved one 
kept on the list longer than a month, please let Jessica in the church 

office know (909-624-9021 or jessica.johnston@ claremontumc.org). 
Short Term: Clyne Dawes (aŀƛǎƛŜ 5ŀǿŜǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ); the health of the children, 

families, and staff of CUMC Preschool; Paul Lheureux ([Ŝƻ bƛŜǘƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); the People of 
Afghanistan and an end to the war there & in Iraq. 

Thank you for remembering to keep the church office updated on the condition of 
your loved ones on the prayer list. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Our Presenceé 

 
Attendance on 11/15: 219 
Attendance on 11/22: 221 

 
ǒ ǒ ǒ 

 

 
Our Unwillingly Absent: In each 

issue of The Window we list all of our 
temporarily or permanently homebound 
and their caregivers who are members.  
This is a reminder that they are part of 
us and would be here today if they 
were able.  Let us remain as committed 
to them as they are to us.  If you have 
additional information, please notify 
Jessica in the church office. 

Merrell Baker, Jane Estupinian, Ken 
Gread, Nancy and Pierce Johnson, Ann 
Marshall, Nan Moore, Ed and Dot Perry, 
Al Rhodes-Wickett, Marge Schumacher, 
Jeannine Thompson, Dot Torgerson, Ted 
and Mildred Woodson. 

 

 

cd 
The Rosebud on the 

baptismal font 
November 8 was in 

celebration of Lina Biagi 
King, born on Saturday, 

October 24, 2009 to 
Kevin & Juliet King and 

big sister Isabella.  Lina is 
5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ 
great-granddaughter. 

ba 
 

mailto:jessica.johnston@%20claremontumc.org


Our Gifts, Our Serviceé 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Free Community Meal 
CUMC will again serve a free meal, and provide a craft, at 3:00 pm on 

Sunday, November 29, at Sumner Elementary School, 1770 Sumner Ave, 
Claremont.  Volunteers are needed to provide pumpkin pies and to assist in 
serving the meals.  The pies need to be in the Narthex kitchen by Sunday noon 
on the 29th, or may be brought to Sumner Elementary School if you are 
assisting.  Also, if anyone would like to help prepare the meal come to the 
Round Building kitchen at 12 noon on Sunday the 29th.  A sign up sheet for 
volunteers will be available on the copy room door, the second door on the left 
as you enter the Narthex.  Cathy Soltero coordinates and cooks the great meals 
along with the able assistance of Karen Davis and their families.  The Free 
Community Meal program is co-sponsored by many of the churches in 
Claremont.  Call Cathy Soltero at 909-624-6286 for more information.  Thank 
you, The Homeless/Hunger Committee 

 

Thank you to all of our wonderful office volunteers, especially for the 
ŜȄǘǊŀ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻǊ ǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ 
ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
church office, this thank you goes out to you! J  ~ Jessica Johnston, 
Administrative Secretary 

Please remember that 

 some folks are highly 

sensitive to perfumes and 

colognes and others have 

severe allergies.  In 

consideration of others, we 

ask you to save your sweet 

smelling stuff for home.  

Thank you! J 

 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

The deadline for the 
December 9th issue of 

The Window is 
Sunday, November 29 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

REFILL INKJETS 
      Reduce landfill waste by having  
      your inkjet cartridges refilled.   
      aƻƴǘŎƭŀƛǊΩǎ Cosco on Central Ave.  
     south of the 10 Freeway will clean, 
refill, and test your empty ink cartridges in an hour 
at 1-Hour Photo for under $10--only HP, Lexmark, 
and Dell cartridges.  Also, Walgreens on the 
northwest corner of Mountain and Foothill, Upland 
refill ink cartridges for $12.99τonly HP, Lexmark, 
Dell, and Sharp.  REFILL, REUSE, REDUCE.    

~Sustainability and Faith Task Force  

Our Witnessé 

Marge McWilliams witnessed to her faith with passion and 
creativity when she was alive.  Through her death she 
continues to give witness to her strong faith by having 
included the church in her will.  The church recently received a 
gift from her estate in which she designated one portion to the 
work of the Creative Peacemaking ministry team and another 
portion to the discretion of the Senior Pastor.  Well done, good 
and faithful servant... we continue to see Marge's witness to 
God.   

If you wish to make such a witness to your faith through your 
will/estate planning, read the Endowment Brochure on the 
large literature table near the kitchen. 

When you purchase alternative Christmas gifts, which 
support significant mission and outreach, think about 
other occasions during the year when you might give them 
and stock up!  Birthdays, anniversaries, thank you 
gifts...continue your witness to your faith in all these 
joyous times. 



Quarterly Report on the Finances of CUMC 
As of November 18, 2009 

 
The Finance Committee has developed a plan to communicate to the members on a 

regular basis through The Window newsletter.  This is the first of the detailed 
communications you will see on a quarterly basis, with a current state of pledges shared 
monthly. 

Our pledges are currently behind approximately $44,142 or about 9.6%,   the 
unpledged envelopes are ahead of plan about $15,337.  The CUM Preschool has made a 
donation of $10,000 to our church, so overall revenues are behind $21,798, which 
translates to 3.4% behind plan. 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦǊǳƎŀƭ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

are $22,934.63 below the budget or 3.5% better than plan. 
Even though we had lower than planned pledges, our church committees drove to 

lower than planned expenses, so in total we are $1,137 ahead of the overall financial 
plan.  With regard to pledges, the Finance Committee is taking action with those that 
are significantly behind. 

~Dave Little, Finance Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On October 24 at the California-Pacific Annual Meeting Celebration of 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΣ ǿŜ άDŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀōƭŜέ ŀǘ 
Westwood UMC.  The Candle of Commitment, which burned during 
the meeting, honored women who inspire healthier lifestyles.  The 
amount of $31.14 represents the cost of UMW world-wide mission 
ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ  /¦a/Ωǎ 5ŜōƻǊŀƘ /ƛǊŎƭŜΩǎ contribution allowed us to 
recognize four CUMC women: Susie Fan, Gerry Loritsch, Marie Losh, 

and Jenny Teresi. 
~Sue Carlisle, Deborah Circle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Alternative Christmas 
Starting December 6th, you have an opportunity each Sunday until 

Christmas to purchase a gift card and gift for a present that brings joy 
throughout the year.   

You can choose from a variety of organizations and make a donation, 
then present a card to a friend or family member telling them a gift has 
been made. 

Some of the gifts have local impact!  You can choose to support our 
youth with the Sierra Service Project, scholarships for CUMC Preschool, 
the ƭƻŎŀƭ άCƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IǳƴƎǊȅέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƻǊ LƴƭŀƴŘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ Iope Partners. 

The purchase of goats has been a popular gift idea in past years via the 
Heifer Project International.  Church World Service offers Blankets, School 
Kits and Health Kits that are needed in many parts of the world.  A gift to 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) provides disaster relief 
and emergency rescue for earthquake, flood and hurricane disasters.   

If your interest is Global Ministries with the United Methodist Church, 
there are six advance special projects representing six different countries 
listed in the brochure.  One of these is CUMCΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Rev. Dr. Eunice Musa, serving the United Methodist Church of Nigeria. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ 

you to choose several groups!  What a wonderful way to keep the spirit of 
Christmas with us all year! 

~Ron Harrington, Missions Commission chair 



1 Michael Carter 
1 Jessica Johnston 
1 Clara Serrano 
2 Courtnee Coburn 
3 Don Moser 
6 Cristina Serrano 
7 Hannah Tubbs 
9 Dorothy Goodman 
13 Ted Woodson 
13 Frances Bray 
13 Brenda Briggs 
14 Janet Tate 
14 Jessica Briggs 

17 Marjory Schumacher 
20 Susan Swarzkopf 
20 Kathy Coburn 
20 Tricia Brown 
21 Pam Bell 
24 Diego Orret 
25 Kenny Walden 
27 Sabrina Cordova 
29 Lois Swanson 
30 Tusiitoga Mamea 
30 Ken Harris 
31 Connie Shoemaker 
31 Sonny Jayne 

Happy December Birthday! 
If you find that your name is not listed, and it should be listed, we 

apologize for our mistake!  We also might not have your birthday in our 
database, so please call Jessica in the office at 909-624-9021 or e-mail 
jessica.johnston@ claremontumc.org. 

 
  

Help CUMC keep going GREEN 
church!  Sign up to receive The 
Window online!  For details, contact 
Jessica in the church office: 
jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org 
or 909-624-9021. 
 
Thank you! 

mailto:jessica.johnston@%20claremontumc.org
mailto:jessica.johnston@claremontumc.org

