
 
  

THE WINDOW  
Claremont United Methodist Church 

  

December 22, 2009 

Upcoming Worship 
Services 

December 27, 2009  

First Sunday After Christmas  
  
All are invited to come and worship as we 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ us, Emmanuel. 

Rev. Dwight Vogel preaching 

7:00 p.m.  

New Yearôs Eve 

Watch Night Vespers  
  

All are invited to this special service with Holy 
Communion as we stand on the threshold of a new year. 

Rev. Robert Davis presiding 

Scripture Lessons: 
Psalm 98 

Isaiah 52:7-10 
Hebrews 1:1-4  

John 1:1-14 

January 3  

Epiphany Sunday  
  
Come and worship at our Epiphany Celebration worship service 

as we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
January 10  

Renewal of Baptism/Baptism of the Lord  
  

Pastor Sharon will preach at this worship service. 
  

All are welcome at each worship service! 
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¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ IŜǊŜΧ 
Dear friends, I thought you would enjoy reading this history on St. Nick.  The writer is 

someone I met when I stayed at Holy Island of Lindisfarne in 2001.  Enjoy! 
Your Pastor, 

Sharon 
THE ORIGINAL FATHER CHRISTMAS  Rev Canon K. Tristram 

The original for our Santa Claus is St. Nicholas, who lived in the 4th 
century and was bishop of a town called Myra, in south-west Turkey.  
That's about all we actually know. But the real man must have been 
impressive, as his cult started soon after his death, and then blossomed 
and developed in the most remarkable ways.  In the centuries that 
followed he became, as one ǿǊƛǘŜǊ Ǉǳǘǎ ƛǘΣ Ψthe most overworked saint 
who ever existed.Ω  He was claimed as patron saint of whole countries, 

such as Russia and Greece; he was also the patron saint of some very different 
groups of people, such as pawnbrokers, maidens, scent-makers, sailors, judges, 
children, merchants, thieves and murderers.  He became so popular that in 
England alone there are 400 churches dedicated to him, including our own 
cathedral at Newcastle, though there is no story that he ever visited England.  
The number of pictures of his life, in stained glass and stone-carving, right across 
Europe, ran into thousands. 

So what are the stories about him?  (Now you don't have to believe what you 
are about to read.  In fact, if you do believe it, then literally you can believe 
anything!) 

As a tiny baby of just a few weeks old he was incredibly pious.  When he was 
baptised he leapt out of the font, crȅƛƴƎ ΨDƭƻǊȅ to God.Ω  Also, on Wednesdays and 
Fridays, the traditional fasting days of the Church, he refused his mother's milk.  
As a grown man, when he was bishop of Myra, he got to know of a poor 
nobleman who had three unmarried daughters.  All the girls had admirers who 
wanted to marry them but their father could not afford their dowry, without 
which marriage was impossible. So he was about to drive them from home onto 
the streets.  Nicholas wanted to help them but he was very shy and didn't like to 
offer them money directly.  So, according to one story, he threw three bags of 
gold in through the window of the girlsΩ home; in another version he climbed on 
the roof and threw the purses down the chimney, where they conveniently landed 
in the stockings which the girls had put up to dry by the fire.  So this is why we 
put up stockings for presents at Christmas, and why St. Nicholas became the 
patron both of maidens and of pawnbrokers, who are recognised by their symbol 
of three gold balls. 



In another story, also not to be believed, an innkeeper was short of bacon, so 
he had murdered three little boys in a brine-tub and destined them for the frying-
pan.  However Nicholas rescued them, raised them to life, and took them away to 
his own home.  So he became the patron saint of children. Sailors loved him, 
because he was good at stilling storms, and even was known on occasion to seize 
the rudder and steer the ship into harbour himself, so saving the lives of the 
crew.  He was the patron of judges, because he once saved three unjustly 
condemned men from death. He became patron of the makers of perfume, for 
after his death a mysterious and attractive scent hung round his shrine. 

So St. Nicholas was extremely popular, and nowhere more so than in Holland, 
where he was called Sinter Klass.  His feast day, the day of his death, is December 
6th and in Holland it was the custom always to give presents to children on that 
day.  When the Dutch emigrated and became settlers in North America they took 
their Sinter Klass with them, and there he became Santa Claus.  Somewhere 
along the line he had been transformed from the tall thin person he apparently 
was in life to the chubby and huggable Santa we all recognise today.  His story 
was combined with that of a Scandinavian magician who rewarded good children 
with presents.  Hence the snow, the sleigh bells and the reindeer, and the 
present-giving was transferred to Christmas Eve. We know that this 
transformation was complete by about 200 years ago, for an American poem 
describes him exactly, clattering over the roofs with 8 tiny ǊŜƛƴŘŜŜǊΣ ΨHis eyes - 
how they twinkled!  His dimples how merry!  His cheeks were like roses, his nose 
ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŜǊǊȅΗΩ 

I conclude with a memory of my own childhood.  In those days Santa did not 
hang around in every store; in fact, I never met a child who had seen him.  But in 
my infant school, one afternoon in the week before the end of term, as it began 
to grow dark, there was always a moment of mystery.  We children nearly saw 
Santa Claus.  I don't know who started it: perhaps it was the 
caretaker.  But someone was convinced they had almost heard 
the reindeer bells; someone else was sure they had only just 
missed seeing a flash of red. The excitement was intense: I 
remember those moments vividly to this day. They were 
important moments. For they helped us to begin to feel that there 
is more to life than the daily round, that there is a glory of colour 
and bells just round the corner, if and when we can truly see and 
hear. 

 
SITEZINE             Holy Island's Email Magazine          30th November 2005  



As members and friends of Claremont UMC, we support the 

church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and 

our witnessé 

 

Thank you for remembering to keep the church office updated 
on the condition of your loved ones on the prayer list. 

 
Our Prayersé  

New to the Prayer List: Don Larson (WŜǊǊȅ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Pam Magill (.Ŝǘǘȅ CƻȄΩǎ 

daughter); Corrie Pontier (!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Marge Russler & family (friends of 
Ken & Ardys Hunter); David Wiggins & family (friends of Ken & Ardys Hunter); Jordan 
Winters (WŜǎǎƛŎŀ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿōƻǊƴ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ). 

Long Term: Steve ({Ŏƻǘǘ /ƻƳōǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Dorothy Blaine; Helen Bliege ([ƛƴŘŀ ±ƻƎŜƭΩǎ 

sister); Tyler Boatman (Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ǳǊƻǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ); Debbie Brown & Family 
(5ƻƴƴŀ aŀǊƛŜ aƛƴŀƴƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Adrian Chavez (!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Steve 
Collins (aŜƎŀƴ CŀŎƪŜƴǘƘŀƭΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ); Clyne Dawes (aŀƛǎƛŜ 5ŀǿŜǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ); Taylor 
Distelrath (Bretǘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ); The Dowd Family; Randy Faver (IƻƳŜǊ CŀǾŜǊΩǎ 
brother); John Fleck (WŀƴŜǘǘŜ /ƻƳōǎΩ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ); Virginia Ford (/ŀǊƻƭȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊȅ DƛǾŜƴǎΩ 
friend); Ted Fukada (.ƻō ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ); Jennifer G. (CǊŀƴ IŜƭƎŜǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜ); 
Walter Geyer (aŀǊǘƘŀ hƭŘƘŀƳΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ); Robert Haage; Ed & Roberta Haertel (Lori 
IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Karen and Daniel Hancock (CǊŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ-in-law); 
Diane Heaton Schmitt (breast cancer treatment); Holly Holden & Ashlee Lotz (Julie 
IŀŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ϧ ƎǊŀƴŘdaughter); Barbara Ild (5ƛŎƪ .ǳƴŎŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); Ty Jenkins 
(Lourdes OrretΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Christopher and Karen Kime (Mark HowardΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Wendy 
Losh (surgery recovery); Tusiitoga Mamea; Judy Mauer (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Bronnie McNabb; Don McNevin (Jerry & WŀƴŜ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ruth Morales (Alex 
aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ); Judy Moser; Pat Moser; Beverly Mungaray (Jamie DaliaΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Elizabeth Munoz (WŀƳƛŜ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Susan Nelson; The Nevarro Family (Clara Soto 
LǾŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴ-laws); Helen Post; Linda Ray (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Stacee Reese 
(bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ); Renee Rodriguez (aŀǊǘƘŀ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Beba Santana 
(/ƭŀǊŀ {ƻǘƻ LǾŜȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); service men & women;  Andy Setlow (CǊŀƴŎŜǎ DƛƭŦǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Brian Smith; Bonnie Sorenson (friend of Jim Pirlo); Scott Spoerl (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ 
friend); Auk Steenhuizen (Dǳȅ {ǘŜŜƴƘǳƛȊŜƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ);Evodia & Laurie Swanson (Lori 
IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Moala Toke (aŀǊȅ ϧ ¢ǳǎƛ aŀƳŜŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Barbara Troxell; David & 
Susan Trujillo (Wƻ!ƴƴ ϧ [Ŝǎ .ǊŜǿŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Mr. Turner (aŀǊƛŜ {ƻƭǘŜǊƻΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
teacher); U.S. Health Care Reform; Don Waddell; Joyce Warner (!ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΩǎ ŀǳƴǘ); 
Don White (¢ƻƴȅ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); all who struggle with addiction; hospital workers. 



 People on our short-term prayer list are generally kept on the list 
for the maximum of one month, unless otherwise requested.  Please 
know we are more than happy to offer our prayers for your loved 
ones as long as prayer is needed, so if you would like your loved one 
kept on the list longer than a month, please let Jessica in the church 

office know (909-624-9021 or jessica.johnston@ claremontumc.org). 

Short Term: Lisa Alexander (aŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); the health of the children, 

families, and staff of CUMC Preschool; Lisa Ferrante (from Frances Gilfry); Beverly 
Gamble (5ƛŎƪ .ǳƴŎŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); the People of Afghanistan & Iraq; Andrea, Scott, & 
Andrew Willey & extended family (²ŜƴŘȅ [ƻǎƘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Our Presenceé 

 
Attendance on 12/13: 344 
Attendance on 12/20: 229 

 
ǒ ǒ ǒ 

 

 
Our Unwillingly Absent: In each issue of 

The Window we list all of our temporarily or 
permanently homebound and their caregivers 
who are members.  This is a reminder that 
they are part of us and would be here today if 
they were able.  Let us remain as committed 
to them as they are to us.  If you have 
additional information, please notify Jessica 
in the church office. 

Merrell Baker, Jane Estupinian, Ken 
Gread, Nancy and Pierce Johnson, Ann 
Marshall, Nan Moore, Ed and Dot Perry, Al 
Rhodes-Wickett, Marge Schumacher, 
Jeannine Thompson, Dot Torgerson, Ted and 
Mildred Woodson. 

 

 

The deadline for the January 6th issue of 
The Window is Sunday, December 27th 

cd 
Our Prayers and 

Condolences are with 
Charlsey Mae Smedley 

and family as she grieves 
the death of her son, Don 
Paul Smedley, who died 
on December 9, 2009. 

ba 
 

mailto:jessica.johnston@%20claremontumc.org


/¦a/Ωǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ are such a blessing, especially at the busy times 
of year (Christmas and the holidays, Easter, stewardship)!  Everyone 
from our receptionists to our Window assemlbers to the money 
counters, those who come in to sign checks, those who beautify the 
sanctuary and the Narthex, each and every one of you who has spent 
a minute of time helping out at the church (stuffing a letter, answering 
a phone call, signing a check, assembling a Window, decorating the 
sanctuary or Narthex, organizing the Narthex literature, stuffing a 
worship guide, counting the offering, assembling a welcome packet, 
lining up worship volunteers, and the list goes on and on and on!  I 
thank you!  ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ without you!   

And a BIG thank you to the wonderful CUMC staff I work with!  You 
make my job that much easier!  You are all a blessing! 
Blessings to you at Christmas and Always! 
Love, Jessica (CUMC Administrative Secretary) 

Our Gifts, Our Serviceé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Dear Genaro, 

As always, many, many 

thanks for your amazing set for 

òCharlie Brown!ó  The school 

auditorium, the Christmas tree 

lot, Snoopyõs dog house - You 

made it all so òrealó for us! 

The cast of A Charlie Brown 

Christmas 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

To my dear friends at CUMC, thank 

you all SO much for your prayers and 

concern expressed over my newborn 

nephew, Jordan Winters!  He is now home 

and recovering well.  Iõm really looking 

forward to meeting him 

when Iõm in  Iowa for 

Christmas. 

Love and Merry Christmas, 

Jessica (Administrative Secretary) 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 
 

Our gratitude to Gerry Loritsch and 

members of the Worship 

Commission for the beautiful 

sanctuary Christmas decorating! 



Reduce Waste during the Holidays 
1. Shop for locally 
     grown seasonal produce, sucƘ ŀǎ ŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ 
2. Use reusable grocery/shopping bags, plus give them as gifts. 
3. Buy paper plates and cups made from recycled content. 
4. Use cloth napkins. 
5. Save wrapping paper, bows, and ribbon for reuse. 
6. When buying wine look for bottles sealed with cork instead of plastic as cork is 
ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ŏǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΦ 

7. When flying out of town, consider buying carbon credits; go to 
www.carbonplanet.com for information. 

Have a beautiful άƎǊŜŜƴέ Christmas and New Year.  
~Sustainability and Faith Task Force 

Be sure to gaze at the new 
Nativity Scene on a wall on the 
front lawn, prepared by John 
Zachary and friends. 

It combines a traditional 
presentation of the baby Jesus and 
his family with the situation of 
immigrant refugee 
families of today. 
~Creative Peacemaking 
Task Force 

Our Witnessé 

 
Beta Center's shelves empty so quickly-- it is heart-

breaking.  This month's need is diapers, 
hygiene items (shampoo, conditioner, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.), can 
openers, and empty grocery bags or boxes 

for people to carry their groceries home in. 
We need more volunteers to work in the pantry, 

screen clients, and pick up bread from Trader Joe's.  
Contact Laura Fukada at 909-626-2191. 

 

Pass the Hat: Each year the Boosters adult Sunday school class organizes the Pass the 
Hat project, lining up members and friends of CUMC to adopt families for 

Christmas.  This year was another success and we wish to thank the 
Boosters and all who adopted a family!  All of you helped make Christmas a 
little merrier for some of the families in the community. 

http://www.carbonplanet.com/


Greetings from The Preschool!  It seems as 
though school just started and now we are 
celebrating the New Year, but what a 
wonderful few months it has been.  We are 

blessed to h ave each classroom teeming with receptive, willing 
children and families who have chosen to collaborate with CUMC in 
activities like the canned food drive, and Pass the Hat program.  
Together we continue to build a stronger community that benefits all!  
 We  invite you to stop by anytime and be a part of our fun.  

 

Save the date! 
Hollywood Night Silent Auction  

Saturday, March 27 at the Hughes Center 
Keep an eye out for upcoming details! 

 

 

 

Can you believe itõs almost 2010? 

Come One, Come All!   

To Sing, Ring and Dance  for the New Year!   

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ 

January 13, 2010 . 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ come give SRD a try.  

LǘΩǎ ŦǳƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƻƛǊΣ 5ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 5ǊŀƳŀ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ  

We have groups for kids in Preschool through High School and YOU are invited! 

Sing, Ring and Dance  

Wednesday afternoons, 4:00 ð 6:30 p.m. for Kindergarten and older  

Preschool group meets from 5:45 ð 6:30 p.m. 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
church friends yet?  This is a great way to make some!  We have great snacks and lots of 
fun.  9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ.  If you need more information, please call the church office 
at 909-624-9021 or Martha Morales at 909-732-8499. 



�3���6�S�g�Y�Z�f�W�d�Æ�e���:�W�S�d�f�����;�`�U�  
KNITTERS NEEDED  

�$���'�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V���+�H�D�U�W�����W�K�H���F�D�Q�F�H�U���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���W�K�D�W���L�V���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G���E�\���&�K�L�Q�R���8�Q�L�W�H�G��
Methodist, is expanding its ministry into more hospitals in 2010 and is in need of a group 

that can donate their time and talents to producing foot booties for the female cancer 

patients. This is an ongoing project.  

�,�I���\�R�X�U���F�K�X�U�F�K���K�D�V���D���J�U�R�X�S���W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���$���'�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V���+�H�D�U�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
beautiful cancer patients, please contact Founder, Glenda Harrison at 

(909)297-9993 or adaughtersheart@ymail.com.  

�)�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���$���'�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�¶�V���+�H�D�U�W�����S�O�H�D�V�H���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H��
at www.adaughtersheart.org.  

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Contact Alex 
aƻǊŀƭŜǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
interested: 
909-946-1541  

Please remember that some folks are highly sensitive to 

perfumes and colognes and others have severe allergies.  

In consideration of others, we ask you to save your sweet 

smelling stuff for home.  Thank you! J  
 


