
 
  

THE WINDOW  
Claremont United Methodist Church 

  

December 22, 2009 

Upcoming Worship 
Services 

December 27, 2009  

First Sunday After Christmas  
  
All are invited to come and worship as we 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ us, Emmanuel. 

Rev. Dwight Vogel preaching 

7:00 p.m.  

New Yearôs Eve 

Watch Night Vespers  
  

All are invited to this special service with Holy 
Communion as we stand on the threshold of a new year. 

Rev. Robert Davis presiding 

Scripture Lessons: 
Psalm 98 

Isaiah 52:7-10 
Hebrews 1:1-4  

John 1:1-14 

January 3  

Epiphany Sunday  
  
Come and worship at our Epiphany Celebration worship service 

as we share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
January 10  

Renewal of Baptism/Baptism of the Lord  
  

Pastor Sharon will preach at this worship service. 
  

All are welcome at each worship service! 

THE WINDOW  
Claremont United Methodist Church 

 
January 6, 2010 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

January 18, 2010  

 

CUMC Office will be closed,  

reopening on Tuesday,  

January 19, 8AM  

Youth Group  
Sunday, Jan. 17 

 
6pm: Laser Island, $14 

9pm: Youth Lock-in ~ 

CUMC Round Building 

Youth-led Worship Service 
January 17, 2010 

 

The Youth of CUMC youth are honored again to lead worship on Sunday, 

January 17th.  Celebrating the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, the  

services will include stories from the Civil Rights movement and 

personal sharing about the value of equality.  Using media, music 

and drama, the youth will offer their perspectives on the important 

history and future for people creating justice. 

Please come for worship on Sunday, January 17th. 



¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ IŜǊŜΧ 
The Christian Liturgical Calendar helps the community of faith organize our worship 

life after the life of Jesus.  Each new year begins with Advent, beginning the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas; then follows the season of Christmas, punctuated by 
Epiphany.   That is where we are at this writing.   

I do want to pause to acknowledge and thank the staff of the church for their selfless 
offering of their gifts, time and energy which intensifies prior to and during the Advent 
and Christmas season.  That is also true for Gerry Loritsch, Chair of the Worship 
Commission, who attends to a multitude of details which heighten our growing joy of 
the season.  I also want to thank the Rev. Dr. Dwight Vogel for preaching on the Sunday 
after Christmas.  I read his sermon and found it very interesting and inspiring.  Thank 
you to the Rev. Dr. Robert Davis for preaching and presiding at communion for the 
Watchnight ServicŜ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜΦ  L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦ  ²Ŝ 
are richer for the sharing of the gifts of this talented congregation and staff.  Thank 
you!! 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

baptism of Jesus always follows Epiphany, for indeed that act launched his public 
ministry.  It is our custom to offer the opportunity for baptized members to renew their 
baptism during this service.  The Sundays following the baptism focus on the early days 
of Jesus when he called disciples, travelled, and taught.  We will be thinking about the 
nature of the church and ministry during these Sundays. 

The season of Lent follows.  This year Lent begins on Wednesday, February 17th.  That 
is when we focus on the events that led Jesus to Jerusalem and Holy Week.   

I love the General Renewal of Baptism service.  I love it when we do so on the Sunday 
ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΦ  Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
meaning of baptism, and to experience our connection with Jesus. 

Baptism is a sacrament which we understand to be a physical act that is a way of 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƻŦ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
primary difference between them is that communion is repeatable and baptism is 

not.  Communion is the on-going means of grace for the faith community.  Baptism is a 
ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ άǊŜ-ōŀǇǘƛȊŜέ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗ  But we can 
ǊŜƴŜǿ ƻǳǊ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳŀƭ ǾƻǿǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǿƻǿǎ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘόǎύ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
ŀŎǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊǎΦ  LǘΩǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǾƛǎƘ ƭƻǾŜ 
which exceeds our capacity to understand. 

We continue the journey with Jesus, expecting what we cannot fathom, anticipating 
what we cannot create, trusting in God who loves us more than we can bear. 

Your sister on the road, Sharon  



As members and friends of Claremont UMC, we support the 

church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our 

witnessé 

 

Thank you for remembering to keep the church office updated 
on the condition of your loved ones on the prayer list. 

 
Our Prayersé  

New to the Prayer List: Eddie Valt (WŜǊǊȅ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); improved economy, peace, 

joy, love for all; realization of what we need, not what we want. 

Long Term: Brad (from Pat Pruden); Steve ({Ŏƻǘǘ /ƻƳōǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Helen Bliege (Linda 

±ƻƎŜƭΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); Tyler Boatman (Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ǳǊƻǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ); Debbie Brown & 
Family (5ƻƴƴŀ aŀǊƛŜ aƛƴŀƴƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Adrian Chavez (!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Steve Collins (aŜƎŀƴ CŀŎƪŜƴǘƘŀƭΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ); Taylor Distelrath (.ǊŜǘǘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ); 
Randy Faver (IƻƳŜǊ CŀǾŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ); John Fleck (WŀƴŜǘǘŜ /ƻƳōǎΩ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ); Virginia Ford 
(CaroƭȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊȅ DƛǾŜƴǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ted Fukada (.ƻō ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ); Jennifer 
G. (CǊŀƴ IŜƭƎŜǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜ); Walter Geyer (aŀǊǘƘŀ hƭŘƘŀƳΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ); Robert Haage; Ed & 
Roberta Haertel ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Karen and Daniel Hancock (CǊŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ 
daughter and son-in-law); Diane Heaton Schmitt (breast cancer treatment); Holly 
Holden & Ashlee Lotz (WǳƭƛŜ IŀŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ϧ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ); Barbara Ild (Dick 
.ǳƴŎŜΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ); Ty Jenkins (Lourdes OrretΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Christopher and Karen Kime (Mark 
HowardΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘs); Don Larson (WŜǊǊȅ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Wendy Losh (surgery recovery); 
Pam Magill (.Ŝǘǘȅ CƻȄΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ); Tusiitoga Mamea; Judy Mauer (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ 
friend); Bronnie McNabb; Don McNevin (Jerry & WŀƴŜ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Ruth Morales (Alex 
aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ); Judy Moser; Pat Moser; Beverly Mungaray (Jamie DaliaΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Elizabeth Munoz (WŀƳƛŜ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Susan Nelson; The Nevarro Family (Clara Soto 
LǾŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴ-laws); Helen Post; Linda Ray (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ); Stacee Reese 
(bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ daughter); Renee Rodriguez (aŀǊǘƘŀ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Marge 
Russler & family (friends of Ken & Ardys Hunter); Beba Santana (/ƭŀǊŀ {ƻǘƻ LǾŜȅΩǎ 
friend); service men & women;  Andy Setlow (CǊŀƴŎŜǎ DƛƭŦǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Bonnie Sorenson 
(friend of Jim Pirlo); Scott Spoerl (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); Evodia & Laurie Swanson 
([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ); Barbara Troxell; David & Susan Trujillo (Wƻ!ƴƴ ϧ [Ŝǎ .ǊŜǿŜǊΩǎ 
friends); Mr. Turner (aŀǊƛŜ {ƻƭǘŜǊƻΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ); Don Waddell; Joyce Warner (Ann 
hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΩǎ ŀǳƴǘ); David Wiggins & family (friends of Ken & Ardys Hunter); all who 
struggle with addiction; hospital workers. 

 

 



 People on our short-term prayer list are generally kept on the list 
for the maximum of one month, unless otherwise requested.  Please 
know we are more than happy to offer our prayers for your loved 
ones as long as prayer is needed, so if you would like your loved one 
kept on the list longer than a month, please let Jessica in the church 

office know (909-624-9021 or jessica.johnston@ claremontumc.org). 

Short Term: the health all at CUMC Preschool; Beverly Gamble (5ƛŎƪ .ǳƴŎŜΩǎ 

sister); the People of Afghanistan & Iraq; Corrie Pontier (!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ); 
Andrea, Scott, & Andrew Willey & extended family (²ŜƴŘȅ [ƻǎƘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ). 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Our Presenceé 

Attendance on 12/27: 185 
Attendance on 1/03: 204 

 
ǒ ǒ ǒ 

 

 
Our Unwillingly Absent: In each issue of 

The Window we list all of our temporarily or 
permanently homebound and their caregivers 
who are members.  This is a reminder that 
they are part of us and would be here today if 
they were able.  Let us remain as committed 
to them as they are to us.  If you have 
additional information, please notify Jessica 
in the church office. 

Merrell Baker, Jane Estupinian, Ken 
Gread, Nancy and Pierce Johnson, Ann 
Marshall, Nan Moore, Ed and Dot Perry, Al 
Rhodes-Wickett, Marge Schumacher, 
Jeannine Thompson, Dot Torgerson, Ted and 
Mildred Woodson. 

 

 

cd 
Our Prayers and 
Condolences are withΧ 

The family and friends of 
Dorothy Blaine, who died on 
December 21.  A memorial 
service will be held on 
Saturday, January 23, 2010 
at 2pm at Claremont UMC. 

Janet Tate and family on 
the death of her sister, 
Martha Jordan on December 
27. 

Guy Steenhuizen and 
family on the death of his 
brother Auk Steenhuizen on 
December 29.  

ba 

mailto:jessica.johnston@%20claremontumc.org


Our Gifts, Our Service , Our Witnessé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to Genaro Cordova, Mario Cordova, Wilfredo Mejia όDŜƴŀǊƻΩǎ 
nephew who was visiting), and David Zachary for resurrecting 
the Nativity scene on the front lawn the week before Christmas 
after some very strong winds knocked it down!  It was a big job, 
and we are so appreciative of the extra work done to put it back 
up! 

  
 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

12/16/09 

Dear Claremont UMC, 

On behalf of Pomona Valley Habitat for Humanity, I graciously 
appreciate the invitation to be a beneficiary at your 2009 Alternative 
Christmas market.  Your congregation exemplified the true meaning of 
Christmas & the financial gift we will soon receive as a result will allow 
our affiliate to continue helping those in need of simple, decent, 
ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƻ ǊŜŎƛǇǊƻŎŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ L 
would like to invite you to one of our Habitat events.  Dates TBD.  I will 
inform you about the dates in January of 2010. 

God Bless, 
Gina Gonzalez 

Faith Relations Coordinate 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
 

  I!.L¢!¢Ω{ w9{¢hw9 
   Pomona Valley Habitat for Humanity has just opened its first 
  ReStore at 4609 Holt Ave., Montclair.  The storeτwhich sells 
  donated building materials at discounted pricesτis a source of 
ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ-building projects for low-income families and a 
source for recycled building materials.  Everybody wins! 

Sustainability and Faith Task Force 



Right around Christmas, we received 

this letter in the church office from 

someone in the community  

Dec. 22, 2009 
 
Dear Staff and Congregation: 

For several years my family and I 
have looked forward to what your 
Christmas display would be.  We are 
always fascinated to watch it 

develop in stages.  Once it is done, we have lively discussions about the message. 
You are to be commended for the many ways you have visually challenged us to 

remember what maƪŜǎ ǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΦ  {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻƭŘ 
me recently that he doubts that any such person as Jesus ever lived.  Your display is the 
best proof I know that He lives now informing our lives as we seek to live His Word and 
ōǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ love into the world in 2010. 

I think you have chosen a powerful 
theme as I am reading that the next 
issue on the political agenda is 
immigration.  You are a courageous 
congregation. 

Thank you and please accept this 
token gift (she sent a gift of $25) 
toward the cost of the display. 

Sincerely, 
Rachel Roy and family 
 
  

As we celebrate the wondrous birth of Jesus Christ, we recognize that the Christ -

child and his parents, Mary and Joseph, became refugees soon after his birth.  They 

lived in a country occupied by the Roman Empire. The local ruler, Herod, threatened 

by a child who was called a King, decided to kill all Bethlehem children  under two 

years old. Before he could do that, Jesusõ parents were warned to flee to Egypt. (See 

Mat thew 2:7 -18)   This Nativity scene, with intentional graffiti art in Spanish and in 

English, links the plight of the Christ -child with immigrants and refugees in our world 

today.  As Christians, we understand that God in Christ cares deeply for the poor, t he 

marginalized, and the refugees.  This is the honest and hopeful Christmas message of 

this Nativity scene.  

~Barbara Troxell, Creative Peacemaking Task Force Chair  

photos by Terry Givens  



9th Annual Whitehead 
International 
Film Festival 
January 15-18 

CST's Mudd Theater: 
Check out the flyer in the 

Narthex to see the ten films 
selected for this year, which         
promote the common good!  
These films will take you to 
Canada, Rwanda, Pakistan, Japan, 
Argentina, Germany, Israel, the 
Bahamas--Ron Harrington said 
attending the festival is like going 
on vacation to all these countries 
without even having to leave 
Claremont! 

 
 

United Methodist Women News 
UMW MISSION TEAM : The entire UMW Mission Team (all officers and 

circle leaders) will meet on Sunday, January 10th at 2:30 in Room 2.  There 
are important issues to discuss.  Please plan to attend! 

UMW Officers attending Riverside District Training:   If you are attending 
the officer training in Redlands on Saturday, January 9th, please meet at 

7a.m. at CUMC in the front parking lot. If you have not responded, but still 
want to attend; call Connie Shoemaker for information, 909-599-4947.  There 

is no registration fee. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the January 20th issue of 
The Window is Sunday, January 10th 

Do-it-yourself Solar 
Panels 
[ƻǿŜΩǎ ƛǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

to stock do-it-yourself 
solar panels in some of 
its California stores and plans to 
make them available across the 
country next year.  Solar power is 
now accessible to anyone with a 
power drill, a ladder, the 
willingness to climb on a roof, and 
the interest in filling out the 
required paper work, including 
applications for the many subsidies 
offered by government.     

Sustainability and Faith Task Force 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Help CUMC keep 
going GREEN Sign up 
to receive The 
Window online!  Contact Jessica 
Johnston: 
churchoffice@claremontumc.org or 
909-624-9021. 
  

 Human Relations Day Special Offering 
 Sunday, January 17 
 

 Pictured at left: Maudine Holloway, executive directory of Community 
 Enabler Developer working with at-risk youth in Alabama.  Just one of the 
 organizations that benefits from ǘƘŜ ¦a/Ωǎ IǳƳŀƴ Relations Day 
 offering.   
 Because of your offering on Human Relations Day, caring 
 ministires continueτproviding childcare, after-school 
 tutoring, gang intervention, work with at-risk teens, 

outreach with current and former prison inmates, homeless services, emergency 
aid, job training, and more. 

Sadly, gifts to the 2009 Human Relations Day offering are lagging behind 
contributions of the same period in 2008 by more than 20%.  Yet, the need is still 
there.  Please consider contributing to this very important ministry on Sunday, 
January 17.  If you are unable to be in church that Sunday, but would still like to 
contribute, contact Jessica in the CUMC office, 909-624-9021 or 
churchoffice@claremontumc.org for an offering envelope. 

United Methodist Church on the Web  
 

The United Methodist  Church  

www.umc.org  

The Cal -Pac Conference:  

www.cal -pac.org/  

The Riverside District (new!):  

riversideumc.com/  

Claremont UMC (new!):  

www.claremontumc.org  

Please remember that some folks are highly sensitive to 

perfumes and colognes and others have severe allergies.  

In consideration of others, we ask you to save your sweet 

smelling stuff for home.  Thank you! J  
 

mailto:churchoffice@claremontumc.org
mailto:churchoffice@claremontumc.org
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.cal-pac.org/
http://riversideumc.com/
http://www.claremontumc.org/


Contact Alex Morales at 909-946-1541 or 
Henry Jefferson at 909-984-6265 if you are interested. 

  


