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2010 Fellowship Camp: Coming Soon! 
 

Camp Lazy W  
Friday, Saturday and Sunday,  

May 28, 29, and 30  
above the BEAUTIFUL hills of San Juan Capistrano  

 

Coming SOON, and EVERYONE is invited to be a part  of it !  

 

 
What is Fellowship Camp? 

 
Ϟ A very meaningful annual event for the folks for CUMC.  

Ϟ Itõs a weekend of fellowship, fun, and plenty of good food 

Ϟ Saturday morning: BREAKFAST! and crafts and a hike for children; nurturing 

study for youth and adults  
Ϟ The òReally Bigó talent show on Saturday 

Ϟ Saturday night campfire and sõmores! 

Ϟ Sunday morning worship with Holy Communion in the outdoor chapel  

Ϟ An intergenerational happening where ALL are welcome!  

 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ bh² ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΗ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΗ 
If you are new to Claremont United Methodist Church, this weekend is a great           
opportunity to become more closely connected. 
The cost for the weekend is $65 for adults and $32 for children 3 ς 13.  There is no 
charge for children under age three. 
 
Registration: on the patio during the Coffee Hour  
every Sunday morning . 



¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ IŜǊŜΧ 
Death has sometimes been compared to birth.  In both cases one is preparing to transition 

from one state of being to another.  In both cases one does not know what lies beyond the 
transition.   In both cases all one knows is what one experiences in the world in which one exists.  
And then a force, greater than you, propels you into a new realm.  Sometimes it is called birth.  
Sometimes it is called death.  Sometimes it is both. 

On Thursday of Holy Week I thought I was making a quick visit to my husband Al before 
returning to church for the Maundy Thursday service.  When I arrived in his room, I found that 
he had taken a significant turn for the worse from the day before.  His breathing was labored 
and his eyes did not focus.  What they thought was an issue of medication turned out to be a 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǇƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀΦ  !ǎ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
else that claims life.  Al and I discussed our preferences early on regarding treatment options, 
given the various possibilities that life can bring.  We were clear that no effort should be taken 
towards cure if there was no possibility for a reasonable quality of life. 

After consulting with the head nurse, I text-messaged my kids and suggested they make their 
way to the facility.  I text-messaged Dan asking him to reassign my roles for the service.  And 
there began our three day vigil in the tomb that really was a womb, birthing all of us into a new 
ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 

Somehow we all drowsily held vigil through the night: Ben, Rachel and Elliot, and me.  We 
ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ Χ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ  .Ŝƴ ǎŀǘ ǳǇ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƻȊŜŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ !ƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΦ  
The morning of Good Friday found Ben and me dashing home to gather air mattresses, pillows, 
and other needed supplies when one keeps vigil for the transition.  All the while, I was deeply 
aware of each worship service coming up, text-messaging a day at a time that I could not be 
there.  Oh thank God for our solid team at church.  I knew they could pick up the threads and 
weave them in. 

Good Friday was a day of erratic breathing, mild seizures, and frequent visits from the facility 
staff members, who obviouslȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ !ƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ !ƭΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ 
came, followed by a pastoral visit from Dan who brought anointing oil and communion.  What a 
blessing that was in the midst of seizures and the hospice nurse figuring out what to do.  
Although my attorney son-in-law thought I was crazy for entertaining the idea that I would 
preach on Easter Sunday, I shared with Dan that I was yet undecided.  My family and Dan, in 
unison, told me to forget about it and be in the room!  And so I relinquished myself to the 
birthing process, trusting that my role as midwife was indeed where I needed to be.  I lay with Al 
in his bed and held him when the shuddering came.  Thankfully morphine settled it.  How much 
like birthing is dying! 
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ !ƭΩǎ room into a tomb/womb that when I walked out for a break, I was 

truly disoriented, feeling unsure of exactly where I was.  How do I leave this building?  Where do 
L Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪΚ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ !ƭΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ƛǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎomething completely different. 

Saturday morning, with Rachel and Elliot, Ben and me in the room, Al took one big last breath 
and loudly exhaled.  We stopped talking all looked at him.  After a moment we saw the change 



and we knew he had gone.  Oh thanks be to God for Al.  Thanks be to God he is released from 
this prison.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
!ƴŘ ǎƻ ŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ άŘŜŀǘƘ ōȅ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  !ƭ ǿŀǎ ōƛǊǘƘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 

fullness of life with God.  Al was released to be fully present with us in a new way.  It was Easter.  
²Ŝ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ DƻŘΦέ   
²ƘŜƴ 5ŀƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōȅΣ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦέ  L 

knew they meant it, and I knew they could and would do what was needed.  I relied on them 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ 
serve.  I thank God for the on-going birthing of the Spirit in us that allows us to rise to the 
occasion as needed.  I am grateful to Dan and the staff beyond words.  We work as a team and 
they all knew what was planned and they seamlessly carried on. 

Through it all, I always knew I am sustained by the love and prayers of an amazing 
congregation that understands the tombs and wombs in which we live and through which we 
transition.  I am grateful for your support, your compassion, your love and understanding.  And, 
yes, I did sneak into the choir loft at the end of the second service on Easter so I could join you 
in singing the Hallelujah Chorus.  I HAD to sing the Hallelujah Chorus with people I love. 

Your Pastor, 
Sharon  

 
 
 
hǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘΧ 

Pastor Sharon and family on the death of her husband, Rev. Al Rhodes-Wickett, on 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ оΦ  ! ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ Sunday, April 25, 4 p.m., at 
Westwood UMC, 10497 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90024.  The church is located 
one and a half miles east of the 405 freeway on the northeast corner of Wilshire and 
Warner.  Parking is beneath the Belmont Village facility, and is marked as church 
parking.  Memorial gifts for Al may be given to Claremont School of Theology Student 
Scholarship Fund, Sierra Service Project Scholarship Endowment, and Alzheimer's 
Association.  Al had many passions for a wide variety of ministries and causes.  The 
family has narrowed them down to these three, which capture his heart.  Jessica has 
address information on each organization in the church office.  Call or email for the 
mailing addresses: 909-624-9021 or churchoffice@claremontumc.org. 

mailto:churchoffice@claremontumc.org


Please Remember: 
To publish someone on the public 
prayer list, she/he needs to give 

consent to be published.  Thank you! 

As members and friends of Claremont UMC, we support the church with our prayers, our 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΧ 

 

Our Prayersé  

 
 Remember to keep the 

church office updated on your 
loved ones on the prayer list.  

Thank you! 
 

 

Unwillingly Absent 

We list our temporarily or permanently homebound and 
their caregivers as a reminder that they are part of us and 

would be here if they were able.  Let us remain as committed to them as they are to us. 
Merrell Baker, Betty Cramer, Jane Estupinian, Ken Gread, Pierce Johnson, Ann Marshall, 
Nan Moore, Pat & Don Moser, Dot Perry, Marge Schumacher, Jeannine Thompson, Ted 
& Mildred Woodson 
 

New to the 
Prayer List: 

Denise (friend of 
Lori Haage); Peggy 

Charlton (.ƛƭƭ /ƘŀǊƭǘƻƴΩǎ 
ex-sister-in-law); Cynthia 
Fuhrman & Pat Kuehl; Ben 
Mamea (from Mary Ann 
Mamea); the Sturgis & Gambill 
families (friends of Beth 
Connor); Peace everywhere. 

 

CUMC Members 
Robert Haage 
Jo Hackler 
Diane Heaton Schmitt (breast cancer treatment) 
Jeanette Layman & family 
Tusiitoga Mamea 
Bronnie McNabb 
Judy Moser 
Pat Moser 
Susan Nelson 
Helen Post 
The Rhodes-Wickett family 
Brian Smith 
Don Waddell 
Daisy Wray 



 

Friends and Family of CUMC Members 
April (Lourdes Orret) 
Joshua (friend of the Hernandez family) 
Kara (friend of the Bunce family) 
Steve ({Ŏƻǘǘ /ƻƳōǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Bill Atkins (aȅǊǘƭŜ !ǘƪƛƴǎΩ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law) 
Tyler Boatman (Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ǳǊƻǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ) 
Debbie Brown & family (5ƻƴƴŀ aŀǊƛŜ aƛƴŀƴƻΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ) 
Virginia Cavena (.ǳŎƪŜǘ ¢ǳōōǎΩ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ-in-ƭŀǿΣ aŀǊȅ /ŀǾŜƴŀΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ-in-law) 
Adrian Chavez (!ƳŀƴŘŀ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Kate Crevier (5ƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǾƛŜƴ .ǊǳƴŜǊΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ) 
Taylor Distelrath (.ǊŜǘǘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ) 
Randy Faver (IƻƳŜǊ CŀǾŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ) 
Marjory Fischer (ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /¦a/Ωǎ ƎǊƛŜŦ ƎǊƻǳǇ) 
John Fleck (WŀƴŜǘǘŜ /ƻƳōǎΩ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ) 
Virginia Ford (/ŀǊƻƭȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊȅ DƛǾŜƴǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Ted Fukada (.ƻō ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊŀ CǳƪŀŘŀΩǎ ǎƻƴ) 
Julie Gallegos & family (from Pat Pruden & Henry Jefferson) 
Jennifer Gayleard (Fran IŜƭƎŜǎƻƴΩǎ ƴƛŜŎŜ) 
DƛǊƭǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ƴŜŀǊ /ƻƴŎŜǇŎƛƻƴ 
Paula Ginsbach (from Maralyn Tipping) 
Suzanne Haddod (from Frances Gilfry) 
Ed & Roberta Haertel ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ) 
Karen and Daniel Hancock (CǊŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ-in-law) 
Holly Holden & Ashlee Lotz (WǳƭƛŜ IŀŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ϧ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ) 
Jackie Hucakabee (friend of Gania Trotter) 
Itawamba Agricultural High School in Mississippi 
Ty Jenkins ([ƻǳǊŘŜǎ hǊǊŜǘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Chris Kapp (6yr. old little boy, from Jane & Jerry Burtis) 
Christopher and Karen Kime (aŀǊƪ IƻǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ) 
Ronald Kozlick (CǊŀƴ IŜƭƎŜǎƻƴΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ) 
Pam Magill (.Ŝǘǘȅ CƻȄΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ) 
Judy Mauer (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Don McNevin (WŜǊǊȅ ϧ WŀƴŜ .ǳǊǘƛǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Ruth Morales (!ƭŜȄ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ) 



Our Gifts, Our Service , Our 

Witnessé 

 

Our thanks to Melanie Little 
who created the fabric palm 
branches in the chancel for 
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28. 

Our thanks to Genaro Cordova 
for preparing all the palm 
branches for the congregation to 
wave and for the display of 
branches outside, Palm/Passion 
Sunday, March 28.   

Our thanks to Terry Givens for 
taking pictures of our 
congregational life for the 
website and archives.  
 
Ben Rhodes-Wickett provided 
volunteer leadership for the 
Sierra Services projects in Los 
Angeles the weekend of March 
26-27. 

 

Friends and Family contõd. 
Elizabeth Munoz (WŀƳƛŜ 5ŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Mike Neely (friend of Ed & Edith Richardson) 
The Nevarro Family (/ƭŀǊŀ {ƻǘƻ LǾŜȅΩǎ  ƛƴ-laws) 
David Olson (CǊŀƴ hƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ) 
Bill Pacifico (friend of Bob and Lois Willesy) 
the People of Afghanistan & Iraq 
the People of Haiti 
Stacee Reese (bŀƴŎȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ) 
Renee Rodriguez (aŀǊǘƘŀ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Marge Russler & family (friends of Ken & Ardys 
Hunter) 
Beba Santana (Clara {ƻǘƻ LǾŜȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Service men & women 
Bonnie Sorenson (friend of Jim Pirlo) 
Scott Spoerl (aŀǊȅ Wƻ CƻǿƭŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Evodia & Laurie Swanson ([ƻǊƛ IŀŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ) 
Mr. Turner (aŀǊƛŜ {ƻƭǘŜǊƻΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ) 
Luke Vaughn ([ƛƭŀ /ƘƛŎƪΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ) 
Patrice Walko (5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ) 
Joyce Warner (!ƴƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΩǎ ŀǳƴǘ) 
David Wiggins & family (friends of Ken & Ardys 
Hunter) 
those homeless in body and/or faith 
those struggling with addiction 
those struggling with mental health 
those suffering from financial hardship 

ǒ ǒ ǒ 

Our Presenceé 

Attendance on 4/4: 478 
Attendance on 4/11: 196 

 
ǒ ǒ ǒ 

 

CUMC Needs a Volunteer Editor for The Window! 
Could it be you??  Do you have a passion for designing and laying out 
publications?  Do you work well with Microsoft Word?  Well, this just 
might be a job for you!  Contact Jessica in the CUMC office for more 
information churchoffice@claremontumc.org or 909-624-9021. 

 

mailto:churchoffice@claremontumc.org


Thank you, for giving to Africa University: 
Dear Sharon, 
Whether your conference refers to your giving to Africa 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ CǳƴŘ ŀǎ άŀǇǇƻǊǘƛƻƴƳŜƴǘΣέ άǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎέ 
or another name, we greatly appreciate your 100-percent 

giving to Africa University in 2009. Because of you, African men and women become 
global leaders who stand poised to change the continent and the world. Faithful United 
Methodists like you keep Africa University going during tough economic times. You have 
always been there for Africa University. Thank you for your support.  
 
 To read stories of how you change the lives of Africa University students and to order 
resources about Africa University, visit www.umcgiving.org. 
 
In Christ, 

 
Bishop Ernest Lyght 
Chairperson of the Africa University Board 
Development Committee  
and the Advisory Development Committee 
 

Come hear! 
άIƻǿ /ŀƴ ²Ŝ YŜŜǇ 
CǊƻƳ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎΚέ 
A concert to benefit 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
Sunday, April 25, 2:30 p.m. 
Chino United Methodist Church, 
5201 Riverside Drive, Chino 

Groups singing will include SoundStage 
A Cappella, the Sanctuary choir of the 
Chino UMC, the Cathedral Choir of First 
UMC Upland, Choralescence, the 
Ensemble Singers of Chaffey College, and 
more.  Come join us in an afternoon of 
spirited singing and uplifting music for a 
great cause.  Free will donation.  
Reception following concert.

Thank you from The Clinebell 
Institute: 

Dear Rev. Rhodes-Wickett, 
Thank you for allowing The Clinebell 
Institute to participate in your 
alternative Christmas.  We are grateful 
for the continuing support of CUMC as 
well as the generosity of the 
congregation.  The Clinebell Institute is 
deeply committed to educating those 
who will reach out to others in their 
Christian healing ministry.  All gifts will 
help not only educate and train those 
called to various healing ministries but 
also provide pastoral counseling 
services for many persons who cannot 
afford this care.  I hope our working 
partnership in ministry will continue.  
Again, I appreciate your support. 
 
Yours Truly, 
K. Samuel Lee, Ph.D., Executive 
Director 

http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=eiJQK7OKIjLSJcJ&s=9gLNL2OCIbJQJ7MJJsG&m=mrIOJUOGLkKZG


Image by United Methodist News Service 

Native American Ministries Sunday: Your Offerings at Work!   
by Anita Phillips, the executive director of the Native American 

Comprehensive Plan 
 My name is Anita Phillips and I want to share how Native 

American Ministries Sunday and the special offering received on this 
Sunday has helped on so many levels within my own life and within 
the Native American community.  Creator God has moved within my 
life in many ways.  One has been a special stirring of my spirit by the 

Holy Spirit when I need to venture beyond my home community and step into formal 
seminary education.   

After completing a Master of Social Work in 1985 and a Master of Divinity in 1995, I 
thought my formal education was over.  I greatly enjoyed my work within the Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference as a clergy elder.  However, three years ago my spirit was 
stirred and I felt called to enter a doctoral program.  It just so happened the very 
summer I began to explore options for this calling, I learned that Drew Theological 
School, a United Methodist seminary, would be offering Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) 
courses in Northeast Oklahoma, not far from where I was working in extension 
ministry!  An important part of the D.Min. requirements included a mandatory four 
weeks during the following summer when I would travel to Drew University in New 
Jersey for on-site classes.  I knew that without financial assistance I would be unable to 
afford the cost of travel, tuition, room and board. 

I had heard about the Native American Seminary Award administered by the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry.  I learned that funds received through the 
Native American Ministries Sunday offering made it possible to offer these awards to 
Native American United Methodists who aspired to seminary degrees.  I was privileged 
to receive this award and am now in the final stage of the D.Min. program at Drew 
University.  With God's help, I will graduate next year. 

Through the efforts of Native American Ministries Sunday (Sunday, April 18 this year) 
and its special offering, I can truly say I have witnessed God's hand at work through the 
people of The United Methodist Church. 

http://gbgm-umc.org/global_news/full_article.cfm?articleid=4883 
~CUMC Commission on Religion and Race 

 
 
 

 
 

http://gbgm-umc.org/global_news/full_article.cfm?articleid=4883


      Help CUMC keep going 
  GREEN 

  Receive The Window 
online!  Contact Jessica Johnston: 

909-624-9021 or 
churchoffice@claremontumc.org. 

Help Celebrate Earth Day! 
Earth Day is celebrated worldwide every year on April 22, but this 

year Claremont is celebrating in the Village on Saturday, April 17, from 
10 am - 3 pm. That is the datŜ ƻŦ /ƭŀǊŜƳƻƴǘϥǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ άEarth Day 
Celebration,έ presented jointly by the citizens group Sustainable 

Claremont and the Interfaith Sustainability Committee. It is a street fair, located along 
Second Street from Yale Avenue on the east, extending westward one block past Indian 
Hill Blvd, and down into the public square in the West Village. It will feature dozens of 
booths, vendors, exhibits, and musical groups, including booths from the Claremont 
public schools and Claremont Colleges, among others. 

There will be a raffle and activities for both children and adults.  
The Interfaith booth near Second and Yale will include exhibits on green agriculture, 
solar panels, solar cooking, green architecture, and many more. 

~The Sustainability and Faith Task Force of 
CUMC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Riverside District Conference and District Pre-Conference Briefing 

  
MAY 1, 2010 
9:00 A.M. TO 12:30 P.M. 
 RIVERSIDE FIRST UMC 
4845 BROCKTON AVENUE 
RIVERSIDE 

  
Everyone is invited! 
Those who should come: 
          District Clergy 
          Members of District Committees 
          District Equalization Members 
          Lay Members to Annual Conference from each church 

            The deadline for the 
         April 28th issue of The 
             Window is Sunday, 

April 18th. 

 

Please remember that some 

folks are highly sensitive to 

perfumes and colognes and 

others have severe allergies.  

In consideration of others, we 

ask you to save your sweet 

smelling stuff for home.  

Thank you! J  
 

mailto:churchoffice@claremontumc.org


Changes in the Claremont UMC Community 
As was noted in the March 31 issue of The Window, Betty 

Cramer was moved by her children to a care facility close to 
ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛƴ {ǘŀƴǘƻƴΣ /!Φ  WŜǎǎƛŎŀ Ƙŀǎ .ŜǘǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

information in the CUMC office.  Unfortunately, the move took place before we were 
made aware, so we were unable to send Betty off with our blessing in worship.  
However, we keep her in our prayers on our Unwillingly Absent list. 

David and Helen Desengaño recently transferred their membership to Aldersgate 
UMC in Brea, CA after moving to Orange, CA several months ago. 

We send these dear ones off with our blessing. 
 

 
Welcome to /¦a/Ωǎ New Bower House Family! 

The Alvarez Family; Ivan and Saray, and their children Juliet and Carlos.  Say hello 
when you see them in worship or at other CUMC gatherings.  They moved into Bower 
House in February, and we celebrated passing the key to Bower House to them in 
worship in March. 

 
 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ /¦a/Ωǎ bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎΗ 

On Sunday, March 21, eleven new people joined their membership with Claremont 
United Methodist Church. 

 
Cameron Aymat lives in Upland and has been attending CUMC for 

about three years.  Cameron works at Casa Colina, and before that was 
a flight attendant.  Cameron has been involved in the Reconciling 
Ministries of this church and also the dance choir.  You may have seen 
him with the choir at the Easter vigil.  Cameron enjoys interior design, 
volleyball and jewelry crafting. 

 
Maggie Blaine lives in La Verne, and recently retired from 

teaching for the El Monte School District.  Her return to the church 
coincided with the death of her mother Dorothy Blaine.  Maggie 
enjoys reading, gardening and games. 

 
 
 
 



Left: Renee; Right: Deborah 

Melissa Chapman and daughter Malie live in Upland.  
Melissa is a nursing student hoping for work as a 
phlebotomist.  Melissa grew up in this church and is happy to 
return and have had her daughter baptized on March 21 as 
well. 

 

Deborah Gunnels and her partner Renee have been 
attending this church for about 7 years.  They live in 
Pomona.  Deborah is a Physical Therapist Assistant and 
works at Mt. San Antonio Gardens.  Deborah plays drums 
and enjoys golf and photography.  We celebrate her baptism 
and entrance into the church.  Renee Johnson as you just 
read has attended this church with her partner Deborah for 
the past 7 years.  Renee is a registered nurse and is studying at Azusa Pacific University 
to become a Family Nurse Practitioner.  She recently began working with the youth 
group here at church.  She enjoys cycling, golf, gardening and cooking. 

 
Kate Reese and her husband Harry moved to Claremont from Julian 

a few months ago.  Kate had her beginnings with the Church of 
England in the United Kingdom, but found her way to the United 
Methodist Church.  Kate has been active in United Methodist Women, 
and all sorts of church ministries.  She enjoys cooking and knitting. 

 
George Williamson and his wife Pamela and daughter Gabbie live in 

Upland.  George works for LA County Metro Transit Authority as Chief 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ !ƴŀƭȅǎǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
we are so grateful to share his baptism and faith journey with him.  
George enjoys his daughter, gardeniƴƎΣ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΧ ŀƴŘΣ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
the class, the man can cook!!  Pamela Williamson ς is a life-long 
United Methodist and is glad to have found a church home here 
where Gabrielle could be baptized and they can be part of this church 
family.  Pam used to be in sales and is very glad to be able to be at 
home now with little Gabbie.  They have been attending since 
November. 

 
 
 



Left: Sarah; Right: Teena 

Sarah Couch and her partner Teena live in Rancho 
Cucamonga.  Sarah is a substitute teacher with the 
Chaffey Joint Union High School District.  She is also a 
student working on her credential.  Sarah enjoys 
reading and writing as well as playing guitar and 
singing!  Teena DeChenne partner of Sarah, is a math 
teacher with the Chaffey Joint Union High School 
District.  Teena enjoys snow boarding, surfing, running, and is 
a drummer!  They started attending this church last 
December. 

 
Arturo Ruiz lives in Montclair and has been attending the church for 

about six months.  He has a daughter Alyssa who is 3 years old.  He is 
a personal chef, which makes him a very popular guy!  He has already 
gotten involved with the Caring Ministries outreach of the church. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heart of Stone 
Wednesday, April 21 at 7 PM 

 
Claremont Forum 

Old Packing House, west end 
586 West First St, Claremont, CA 

  
Before 1960, Weequahic High School (WHS) was known as 

one of the top schools in America.  By 2000 it was one of the 
most violent schools in the 12th most dangerous city in the 
country. Heart of Stone is the true story of Weequahic High 
School's quest to return to its former glory. 

When Ron Stone took over as principal in 2001, gangs ruled 
the school.  Crime and shootings were commonplace and 
during his first month on the job he watched students engage in 
a mass brawl in every hallway. 



Riverside 
District Camps 
Camp Extravaganza 
May 2nd, 2010, 2:00pm-6:00pm. 
@Camp Wrightwood 

1401 Linnett Rd- Wrightwood, CA 92397 
 
Ϟ Anyone of any age interested in camp is invited to 
Ϟ Join Riverside District Camps in a celebration of 
Ϟ upcoming Summer Camps and a fun filled 
Ϟ afternoon at beautiful Camp Wrightwood! 
Ϟ Learn about programs offered by RDC, 
Ϟ meet camp deans and staff, 
Ϟ enjoy large group games, 
Ϟ Old and new friends, 
Ϟ music, 
Ϟ raffles, 
Ϟ explore the campground! 
Ϟ $5 a person includes- All activities, a wonderful dinner, and raffle entry 

Groups and individuals RSVP to Amy Bahnson- Bahnsonp@aol.com or 760-408-245 
 
The Jean Wickett* Lectureship of Claremont School of Theology (CST) 
invites ALL to: 
Celebrating Claremont: The University Project 
Examine, Discuss, and Envision the Future of CST 
May 3, 2010 

Registration begins at 9:15 a.m. in front of Mudd Theatre.  The day will end around 
3:00 p.m.  This event offers a keynote address, given by Rev. J. Edwin Bacon, Jr., rector, 
All Saints Episcopal Church, Pasadena.  There will also be a panel response to the 
keynote address with President of CST, Jerry Campbell; Jihad Turk, director of religious 
affairs, Islamic Center of Southern California; and Marvin A. Sweeney, professor of 
Hebrew Bible, CST.  A presentation on the Future of Theological Education at Claremont 
will take place following lunch.  The registration cost is $25, which includes the 
Celebration Luncheon.  To register and for more information, please see the brochures 
on the large literature table and the welcome table in the Narthex, or contact Tania 
Batson, Director of Alumni/ae Relations at CST: 909-447-2545. 

*Jean Wickett is Rev. Al Rhodes-²ƛŎƪŜǘǘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
 



 


